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 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 1 

 1:21 p.m. 2 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  This hearing 3 

will please come to order.  Good afternoon, 4 

ladies and gentlemen.  This is the June 2nd 5 

Public Hearing of the Board of Zoning 6 

Adjustment of the District of Columbia. 7 

  My name is Marc Loud.  I'm the 8 

Chairperson.  Joining me today are Vice Chair 9 

Shane Dettman representing the National 10 

Capital Planning Commission, and Peter May 11 

representing the Zoning Commission. 12 

  To my left is Ms. Beverley Bailey, 13 

Zoning Specialist in the Office of Zoning and 14 

we will be zoned momentarily by Mr. Clifford 15 

Moy, Secretary of the Board of Zoning 16 

Adjustment and Ms. Lori Monroe from the Office 17 

of the Attorney General. 18 

  Copies of today's hearing agenda 19 

are available to you and are located to my 20 

left in the wall bin near the door.  Please be 21 

aware that this proceeding is being recorded 22 
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by a court reporter and is also webcast live. 1 

  Accordingly, we must ask you to 2 

refrain from any disruptive noises or actions 3 

in the hearing room.  When presenting 4 

information to the board, please turn on and 5 

speak into the microphone first stating your 6 

name and home address.   7 

  When you are finished speaking, 8 

please turn your microphone off so that your 9 

microphone is no longer picking up sound or 10 

background noise.  All persons planning to 11 

testify either in favor or in opposition are 12 

to fill out two witness cards.  These cards 13 

are located to my left on the table near the 14 

door and on the witness tables. 15 

  Upon coming forward to speak to the 16 

board please give part cards to the reporter 17 

sitting to my right.  The order of procedure 18 

for special exceptions and variances is as 19 

follows.  The statement and witnesses of the 20 

applicant, government reports including the 21 

Office of Planning, the Department of 22 
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Transportation, etc., the report of the 1 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission, parties or 2 

persons in support, parties or persons in 3 

opposition, and finally closing remarks by the 4 

applicant. 5 

  Pursuant to Sections 3117.4 and 6 

3117.5 the following time constraints will be 7 

maintained.  The applicant, the appellant, 8 

persons and parties except an ANC in support, 9 

including witnesses, are allotted 60 minutes 10 

collectively, the FLEs, the persons and 11 

parties except an ANC in opposition including 12 

witnesses 60 minutes collectively and 13 

individuals three minutes. 14 

  These time constraints do not 15 

include cross examination and/or questions 16 

from the board.  Cross examination of 17 

witnesses is permitted by the applicant or 18 

parties.  The ANC within which the property is 19 

located is automatically a party in a special 20 

exception or a variance case. 21 

  Nothing prohibits the board from 22 
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placing reasonable restrictions on cross 1 

examination including time limits and 2 

limitations on the scope of cross examination. 3 

 The record will be closed at the conclusion 4 

of each case except for any material 5 

specifically requested by the board.  The 6 

board and the staff will specify at the end of 7 

the hearing exactly what is expected and the 8 

date when the persons must submit the evidence 9 

to the Office of Zoning. 10 

  After the record is closed no other 11 

information will be accepted by the board.  12 

The Sunshine Act requires that the public 13 

hearing on each case be held in the open 14 

before the public.  The board may consistent 15 

with its rules of procedure and the Sunshine 16 

Act enter executive session during or after 17 

the public hearing on the case for purposes of 18 

reviewing the record for deliberating on the 19 

case. 20 

  The decision of the board in these 21 

contested cases must be based exclusively on 22 
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the public record to avoid any appearance to 1 

the contrary.  The board request that persons 2 

present no engage the members of the board in 3 

conversation. 4 

  Please turn off all beepers and 5 

cell phones at this time so as not to disrupt 6 

this proceedings.  The board will make every 7 

effort to conclude the public hearing as near 8 

as possible to 6:00 p.m.  If the afternoon 9 

cases are not completed at 6:00 p.m. the board 10 

will assess whether it can complete the 11 

pending case or cases remaining on the agenda. 12 

  At this time the board will 13 

consider any preliminary matters.  Preliminary 14 

matters are those that relate to whether a 15 

case will or should be heard today such as 16 

requests for postponement, continuance, or 17 

withdrawal, or whether proper and adequate 18 

notice of the hearing has been given. 19 

  If you are not prepared to go 20 

forward with a case today, or if you believe 21 

that the board should not proceed, now is the 22 
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time to raise such a matter.  Does the staff 1 

have any preliminary matters? 2 

  MS. BAILEY:  Mr. Chairman, members 3 

of the board, to everyone good afternoon. 4 

  Yes, Mr. Chairman, and it concerns 5 

the first case this afternoon, Future Studios, 6 

LLC, Application No. 17930.  There was a 7 

request for the hearing on this case to be 8 

postponed. 9 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you, Ms. 10 

Bailey.  Why don't we then proceed with the 11 

agenda.  We only have two cases this afternoon 12 

and it sounds like one will be postponed so 13 

I'm going to call all individuals wishing to 14 

testify today to please rise to take the oath 15 

administered by Ms. Bailey. 16 

  (Whereupon, the witnesses were 17 

sworn.) 18 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you.  You 19 

may be seated. 20 

  Ms. Bailey, would you like to call 21 

the first case. 22 
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 1 

  MS. BAILEY:  Mr. Chairman, it's 2 

Application 17930, Application of Future 3 

Studios, LLC pursuant to 11 DCMR Section 4 

3103.2 for a variance from the off-street 5 

parking requirements under subsection 2101.1, 6 

and a variance form the alley width 7 

requirements under subsection 2407.3, to allow 8 

the renovation and alteration of an existing 9 

building on an existing alley lot for use as a 10 

one-family dwelling and artist studio.  The 11 

property is zoned R-5-B.  It's located at 1469 12 

Harvard Street, N.W., Square 2670, Lot 819. 13 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you, Ms. 14 

Bailey. 15 

  Could both of you state your names 16 

and addresses for the record. 17 

  MR. VEENSTRA:  Thank you for your 18 

time this afternoon.  My name is Norm 19 

Veenstra.  I own Future Studio, LLC.  It's a 20 

single member LLC entity that owns 1469 21 

Harvard Street, N.W. rear and is the carriage 22 
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house at that location. 1 

 2 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Good afternoon. 3 

  MS. HUSTED:  Good afternoon.  I'm 4 

Brie Husted, the architect working with Norm 5 

Veenstra on this project. 6 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Good afternoon, 7 

Ms. Husted. 8 

  We've had the opportunity to review 9 

what you have submitted and it is our 10 

understanding that you are seeking a 11 

postponement.  Is that correct?  Just very 12 

briefly.  It doesn't need to take more than 10 13 

seconds if you can just go into the reasons 14 

why you are seeking the postponement. 15 

  MR. VEENSTRA:  The two reasons are 16 

we would like to go back to the local ANC, 17 

which is ANC-1A.  We met with them on the 13th 18 

and had a draw decision and we would like to 19 

get their full support.  And, second, it has 20 

come to our attention that there are two 21 

different ways that this board may look at our 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 12

case and would like a little more preparation 1 

time to be prepared for both interpretations. 2 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you, Mr. 3 

Veenstra.  Indeed, we have in many of these 4 

cases looked at it from the standpoint of the 5 

use variance as opposed to an area variance.  6 

I think it is prudent to make that request for 7 

a postponement. 8 

  I think that we have taken a look 9 

at our calendar and available dates and we 10 

have come up with July 14 as a date that we 11 

could get you in on the calendar.  If that 12 

date is amenable to you, we would probably 13 

work from that date. 14 

  Board members, do you have any 15 

questions?  Okay.  Why don't we continue this 16 

until July 14 and the Office of Zoning will 17 

follow up with any appropriate steps that they 18 

need to take. 19 

  MS. BAILEY:  Morning session, Mr. 20 

Chairman? 21 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Yeah.  I think 22 
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around like 11:00 after we finish the 1 

decisions that morning.  Thank you.  Is there 2 

anything further on this case, Ms. Bailey? 3 

  MS. BAILEY:  No, Mr. Chairman. 4 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you.  5 

We'll see you on July 14. 6 

  MS. HUSTED:  Thank you. 7 

  MR. VEENSTRA:  Thank you for your 8 

time. 9 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Ms. Bailey, when 10 

you are ready, you can call the next case. 11 

  MS. BAILEY:  Mr. Chairman, that is 12 

Application of the Ideal Education, Inc. No. 13 

17866.  The application is pursuant to 11 DCMR 14 

Section 3104.1 for a special exception to 15 

establish a private school.  It was initially 16 

advertised as 80 students but that has been 17 

amended to 60 students pre-kindergarten to 8th 18 

grade and 10 staff under Section 206.  The 19 

property is zoned R-1-B.  It's located at 1501 20 

Gallatin Street, N.W., Square 2714, Lots 804 21 

and 805. 22 
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  Mr. Chairman, I don't know if you 1 

received a copy of the affidavit of posting.  2 

It was filed yesterday and from reviewing it 3 

the property was posted and we do have the 4 

affidavit of posting just in case you were 5 

looking for it. 6 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you, Ms. 7 

Bailey.  I think what I would like to do now 8 

is call all of the parties forward to the 9 

table.  I believe the ANC is automatically a 10 

party.  I don't know if the ANC is represented 11 

here.   12 

  They are.  Good afternoon.  Why 13 

don't we begin with everyone at the table 14 

identifying yourself and your address for our 15 

record. 16 

  MS. MYERS:  Good afternoon.  My 17 

name is Janet Myers.  I'm the ANC Commissioner 18 

for 4-C-02.  My address is 5005 13th Street, 19 

N.W., Washington, D.C. 20011. 20 

  MR. HORTON:  Good afternoon, 21 

Chairman Loud and members of the board.  My 22 
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name is Earle Horton, Associates for Ideal 1 

Education.  My office of located at 1919 2 

Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 780, 3 

Washington, D.C. 20006. 4 

  MR. KOLANJI:  My name is Abdullah 5 

Kolanji.  I work with the Associates for Ideal 6 

Education.  My name is Abdullah Kolanji.  I 7 

work with the Associates for Ideal Education. 8 

 My address is 313 Westard Street, N.W., 9 

Washington, D.C. 20011. 10 

  MS. JONES-IMAAN:  Good afternoon.  11 

I am Paulette Jones-Imaan. 12 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  I don't believe 13 

your microphone is on. 14 

  MS. JONES-IMAAN:  I am Paulette 15 

Jones-Imaan, the Director of the Academy for 16 

Ideal Education and the Associates for Ideal 17 

Education.  I live at 1500 Faragot Street, 18 

N.W., Washington, D.C.  The zip is 20011. 19 

  MR. ANDRES:  Good afternoon.  My 20 

name is Erwin Andres.  I'm a principal of 21 

Grove Slade Associates.  I reside at 475 K 22 
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Street, N.W. 1 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you and 2 

good afternoon to all of you.  I think that we 3 

have at least one preliminary matter before we 4 

move into the case and that is as follows.  I 5 

want to go on the record to disclose that 6 

about 10 years ago, perhaps longer, I 7 

represented Ideal Academy as a private 8 

attorney in a civil litigation matter that 9 

involved as best as I can recall a TRO, 10 

temporary restraining order, that we were able 11 

-- I represented the academy.  We were able to 12 

obtain against, I believe, a former employee 13 

with respect to some damaging statements that 14 

employee was making in the community about the 15 

school, particularly with respect to, I think, 16 

some charter school authorities. 17 

  MS. JONES-IMAAN:  May I correct? 18 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Yes. 19 

  MS. JONES-IMAAN:  The founders of 20 

the Ideal Academy Public Charter School and 21 

the principal in that particular instance was 22 
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the Ideal Academy Public Charter School, not 1 

the private school.  I do -- it is often -- we 2 

are often confused because the names are 3 

almost the same but we are the Academy for 4 

Ideal Education and that is the Ideal Academy 5 

Public Charter School. 6 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Okay. 7 

  MS. JONES-IMAAN:  That was a 8 

different entity. 9 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you very 10 

much for that correct.  So that entity is 11 

separately incorporated and separately managed 12 

and run and so on and so forth. 13 

  MS. JONES-IMAAN:  Yes. 14 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you very 15 

much for that clarification.  I was not 16 

absolutely sure but out of an abundance of 17 

caution I wanted to, as I said, make that 18 

disclosure on our record notwithstanding, and 19 

it sounds more like we are -- it might not 20 

even be necessary to do that but 21 

notwithstanding the fact that I represented 22 
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the Ideal Academy Public Charter School which 1 

is a different entity but had some of the same 2 

persons involved in it, I don't feel that 3 

there is any reason why that connection in the 4 

past would bias me toward any of the parties 5 

in today's case and do not feel I should 6 

recuse myself but I would like to open it up 7 

for the parties to respond.  We can start with 8 

Ms. Myers for the ANC if you have anything to 9 

say.  If you don't have a response, that's 10 

fine. 11 

  MS. MYERS:  Response as far as you? 12 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Yes. 13 

  MS. MYERS:  Oh, I'm fine with it. 14 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Okay.  Mr. 15 

Horton? 16 

  MR. HORTON:  We have no objection. 17 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Okay.  Ms. 18 

Imaan? 19 

  MS. JONES-IMAAN:  I'm quite 20 

satisfied.  Thank you. 21 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Board members, 22 
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did you have any concerns or thoughts?  Okay. 1 

 Then let us proceed forward.  We have had the 2 

opportunity to review what has been submitted 3 

today and the nature of the relief requested 4 

and have some initial observations that we 5 

just wanted to share with you.   6 

  None of what we are going to share 7 

with you is binding on you in the sense that 8 

you have to follow what we are going to 9 

outline here.  In reviewing the application 10 

one of the things that jumped out at us is 11 

that there is an overlay in the 16th Street 12 

area that would govern this location, 1501 13 

Gallatin Place, N.W.   14 

  As part of the overlay there would 15 

be the requirement before one could get a 16 

certificate of occupancy that a special 17 

exception be secured from the overlay for the 18 

proposed private school.   19 

  The relief as advertised for us, 20 

and as represented in the pleadings that are 21 

before us, do not include relief from the 22 
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special exception so, again, to promote 1 

efficiency of these proceedings and just to 2 

make you aware of the very real possibility 3 

that you could gain relief from this process 4 

but have to do it all over again almost 5 

exactly like it's being done right now, same 6 

witnesses and everything, because the Zoning 7 

Administrator potentially could deny the C of 8 

O because the requirements of the overlay have 9 

not been met.   10 

  With respect to a little more 11 

detail, and board members correct me, or Ms. 12 

Monroe if I don't represent it accurately, but 13 

the 16th overlay was the subject of a map 14 

amendment that expanded its boundaries in June 15 

of 2008.   16 

  That is when it was set down.  In 17 

August of 2008, I believe, your request for 18 

relief was submitted to the BZA so the rule 19 

that governs the applicability of the expanded 20 

overlay dates to the set-down date which was 21 

June of '08 as opposed to dating to when it is 22 
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effectively promulgated which I don't think 1 

it's been promulgated to date.  Has it? 2 

  MS. MONROE:  May 21st. 3 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  May 21st. 4 

  MS. MONROE:  Issued, right. 5 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  So it was just 6 

issued May 21st.  The point being that the 7 

trigger date in terms of its coverage is the 8 

set-down date and that would have been June of 9 

'08 so it leave you in the quandary of moving 10 

forward today, which you can do, but there is 11 

a very real possibility that additional relief 12 

would still be needed at the end of the day 13 

from the overlay. 14 

  MR. HORTON:  Mr. Chairman, can I 15 

make a comment? 16 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Yes, sir. 17 

  MR. HORTON:  Just having been 18 

recently retained by my client, I was under 19 

the assumption when I heard about the 16th 20 

Street overlay that the triggering date would 21 

be the date of application to DCRA which was 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 22

actually, I believe, in November of 2007.   1 

  Our point would be that we actually 2 

applied for official action when we applied 3 

for the building permit in November 2007.  We 4 

were referred here from the Zoning 5 

Administrator at DCRA. 6 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Do you know if 7 

that is part of our record, November 2007? 8 

  MR. HORTON:  I want to put on the 9 

record I was recently retained so I did not 10 

file the application but I think I do have a 11 

copy of the referral letter from the Zoning 12 

Administrator, sir. 13 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you, Mr. 14 

Horton. 15 

  Ms. Monroe, if you can, I would 16 

like you to weigh in on Mr. Horton's point. 17 

  MS. MONROE:  I'm trying to figure 18 

this out.  Give me the dates again.  November 19 

2007? 20 

  MR. HORTON:  Yes, ma'am. 21 

  MS. MONROE:  No permit has been 22 
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issued? 1 

  MR. HORTON:  No. 2 

  MS. MONROE:  Okay. 3 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Sorry, Mr. 4 

Horton and applicants as well.  We are trying 5 

-- what we are trying to do was because our 6 

record doesn't reflect anything about November 7 

'07, the original permit, it just reflects the 8 

August '08 response of the DCRA, presumably 2 9 

November '07 but it doesn't reference November 10 

'07 and we don't actually have a copy of a 11 

building permit application or any request 12 

from November '07.   13 

  I think what we are going to do is 14 

I think it makes sense for us to maybe take a 15 

five-minute break and we are going to take a 16 

look at our file again.  We are also going to 17 

review it against some of the regs pertaining 18 

to the trigger for the application of the 19 

overlay.  This will give us an opportunity to 20 

do it expeditiously. 21 

  MR. HORTON:  Mr. Chairman, I did 22 
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find in my files the application that I was 1 

given and I gave it to Ms. Bailey a copy of 2 

the building permit and the paid receipt to 3 

DCRA dating 11/27/08.   4 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Most excellent. 5 

 Again, it sort of influences how we approach 6 

the case and we just didn't have this 7 

information before us so thank you very much 8 

for bringing it to our attention and give us 9 

about five to 10 minutes, let's say, so that 10 

we can review it. 11 

  MS. MONROE:  Mr. Chair, can I ask a 12 

question before we go? 13 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Yes. 14 

  MS. MONROE:  You applied for permit 15 

in '07.  That's fine.  Was anything issued?  16 

Did you get a permit issued under that 17 

application from DCRA?  Do you know?N 18 

  MR. KOLANJI:  No, they referred us 19 

to BZA. 20 

  MS. MONROE:  Okay.  So then they 21 

sent you here.  Okay. 22 
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  MR. HORTON:  Part of the materials 1 

they -- I don't know if Ms. Bailey made a copy 2 

of this.  I didn't point it out to her but 3 

they do have all the elements, you know, 4 

structural, fire.  They do all have comments 5 

referring the applicant to the BZA. 6 

  MS. MONROE:  It's just relevant 7 

because the timing matters whether or not and 8 

we have to figure out under the regs where you 9 

fall.  That's all. 10 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you.  When 11 

you say they referred you to BZA, that would 12 

have been the August 2008 letter from the 13 

Zoning Administrator? 14 

  MR. HORTON:  I believe so. 15 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Okay. 16 

  MR. HORTON:  But there is actually 17 

-- I can have Ms. Bailey make a copy -- there 18 

are actually comments from all the opponents 19 

to review the structure of the plan and they 20 

all have comments, you know, referring to us 21 

so I guess it automatically goes up to the 22 
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Zoning Administrator to also make that 1 

official referral letter. 2 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Okay.  Why don't 3 

you give that to Ms. Bailey for copies. 4 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  We may already 5 

have that one. 6 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Okay.  If we 7 

have it, that's fine.   8 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  I'll check. 9 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  If not, you can 10 

give it to her.  If it's something that is 11 

part of our record, we don't need it.  Also 12 

make sure that the ANC has a copy of both what 13 

you just gave us and if that is something new. 14 

  Okay.  We'll break for 10 minutes 15 

and we'll be back out in 10 minutes. 16 

  (Whereupon, at 1:46 p.m. off the 17 

record until 2:07 p.m.) 18 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  We are ready to 19 

resume.  I'm sorry.  Are we ready?  Okay.  We 20 

are ready now to resume.  We've had an 21 

opportunity to discuss some of the legal 22 
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aspects surrounding the whole overlay issue.  1 

   It's been brought to my attention 2 

that Ms. Brenda Speaks, who is part of the 3 

audience right now, and that she has some 4 

testimony in support of Ideal Education and is 5 

suffering from an ailment where she can't 6 

remain much longer.   7 

  What I would like to do is go out 8 

of order.  Witnesses that either support or 9 

oppose an application are allowed three 10 

minutes so if board members don't mind, I 11 

would like to take her out of order.  Ms. 12 

Speaks, you would be given up to three 13 

minutes.   14 

  Certainly you don't have to take 15 

all three minutes if you are in pain.  What we 16 

will do we have a copy of your statement.  17 

We'll make that part of our record as well. 18 

Why don't you come forward and that way, Ms. 19 

Speaks, you can get on the microphone.    20 

  Do you want to speak on her behalf? 21 

 Okay.  Fantastic.  Why don't you do that and 22 
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then you will be allow to speak on her behalf. 1 

 Again, we have -- I believe we have her 2 

written statement as well which we will 3 

definitely make part of the record as a 4 

witness in support, Ms. Speaks, or you now on 5 

her behalf would be given up to three minutes. 6 

 Why don't you introduce yourself. 7 

  MS. SPEAKS:  Thank you.  I'm 8 

Commissioner Brenda Speaks, 4-B-05.  I live at 9 

5700 4th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20011. 10 

 I am here in support of the Ideal School and 11 

I have a statement that I would like Ms. Wanda 12 

Oates to read for me.  Thank you so much. 13 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you, 14 

Commissioner. 15 

  MS. OATES:  Thank you very much.  16 

While I'm here, sir, I was wondering since I 17 

am a school teacher and I'm Chairperson of the 18 

Health and Physical Education Department at 19 

Wilson Senior High School if I may read a 20 

brief statement in support because I am on the 21 

witness list and I told my principal I would 22 
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be back at school at a certain time if that 1 

would be okay, sir. 2 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  It would be a 3 

bit extraordinary for us to start taking all 4 

of our witnesses. 5 

  MS. OATES:  No.  I'm just saying 6 

because I'm up here.  That's the only reason. 7 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  My suggest is do 8 

you think you can give both your -- 9 

  MS. OATES:  Yes. 10 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  -- and those on 11 

behalf of the Commissioner in two minutes? 12 

  MS. OATES:  Two minutes. 13 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Okay.  Then it's 14 

fine with me if it's fine with the board 15 

members and the other parties. 16 

  MS. OATES:  Thank you very much. 17 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Okay. 18 

  MS. OATES:  Thank you very much.  19 

I'm going to read Commissioner Speaks' 20 

testimony in support of the Academy of Ideal 21 

Education, June 2, 2009. 22 
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  "I am Advisory Neighborhood 1 

Commissioner Brenda Speaks, 4-B-05.  I am here 2 

to voice my support for the Academy of Ideal 3 

Education remaining a private school at 1501 4 

Gallatin Street, N.W.   5 

  Several of the students who attend 6 

this unique school live in my community.  As 7 

their commissioner I am happy to speak on 8 

their behalf.  What is clear to me is that 9 

this particular school is necessary because of 10 

the services it provides for our young 11 

children who did not excel in DCPS but have 12 

shown extraordinary educational improvement by 13 

attending the Academy for Ideal Education. 14 

  Now is not the time to limit 15 

educational opportunities for our children.  16 

We should be embracing all of our educational 17 

institutions that provide an unprecedented 18 

service for the betterment of our children.  I 19 

fully support the granting of an exception to 20 

operate as a private school at 1501 Gallatin 21 

Street, N.W. to the Academy for Ideal 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 31

Education and I urge the board to do so also." 1 

From Commissioner Speaks, testimony in support 2 

of Academy for Ideal Education, June 2, 2009.  3 

  My name is Wanda Oates and I'm 4 

currently the chairperson of the Health and 5 

Physical Education Department at the Woodro 6 

Wilson Senior High School.  I have been an 7 

educator for 44 years in the District of 8 

Columbia public school system.  the job of 9 

educating all of our children has grown more 10 

and more demanding.   11 

  Therefore, partnerships between the 12 

public and private sector are no longer an 13 

option but a requirement if we are going to 14 

significantly impact the education of the 15 

children of the District of Columbia.  The 16 

Academy for Ideal Education is a private 17 

school located at 1501 Gallatin Street, N.W.  18 

The positive educational impact that this 19 

special school has had on the lives of its 20 

students is significant.   21 

  During a time when crime, drugs and 22 
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violence have consumed the very being of our 1 

young people, the Academy for Ideal Education 2 

provided a positive purpose for its students. 3 

 Many of these students were lost in DCPS but 4 

have found success by attending this school. 5 

  I fully support the Academy for 6 

Ideal Education remaining a private school and 7 

I would urge the board to grant a special 8 

exception to operate as a private school at 9 

1501 Gallatin Street, N.W. so that these 10 

children can continue to receive not only 11 

positive educational programs but also a 12 

positive attitude toward life.  Thank you very 13 

much.   14 

  MS. SPEAKS:  Again, thank you. 15 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you, Ms. 16 

Oates.  Thank you, Commissioner.  17 

Commissioner, are you able to just if there 18 

are any questions for you from either the ANC 19 

or the parties, or even board members, are you 20 

able to answer those questions? 21 

  MS. SPEAKS:  I need to get out of 22 
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here. 1 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Okay.  I have to 2 

do this so be patient with me.  They have to 3 

have an opportunity, at least, for cross 4 

examination.  If there is any cross 5 

examination of the witness, not would be the 6 

time to do it. 7 

  MS. MYERS:  As ANC-40C-02 I do not 8 

have any cross questions for this ANC 9 

commissioner.  She attended our community of 10 

the whole meeting and voiced her point there 11 

so I am satisfied. 12 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you very 13 

much. 14 

  Mr. Horton? 15 

  MR. HORTON:  No questions. 16 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Okay.  Board 17 

members, do you have any questions?  Okay.  18 

Thank you, Commissioner Speaks.  We really 19 

appreciate your patience this afternoon. 20 

  Ms. Oates, are you going to leave 21 

the room as well?  Okay.  Are there any 22 
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questions for Ms. Oates?  Hearing none, we 1 

will move on. 2 

  Yes, if you could please to my far 3 

left give it to Ms. Bailey all the way on the 4 

end.   5 

  MS. OATES:  Thank you so much. 6 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you.  Now 7 

we can go back to the issue before us, 8 

somewhat sticky issue.  We have not -- I know 9 

I have not been presented with this exact set 10 

of circumstances since I've been here but we 11 

have taken a look at our regs and we have 12 

reviewed those against the November 27 13 

building permit application.   14 

  Where we come out is that the 15 

requirement for the private school to comply 16 

with the overlay would still be applicable.  17 

If one were to look at Section 3203.7 or 18 

Section 3202.5, 3202.5, specifically more 19 

specifically to building permits and when they 20 

are filed, and 3203.7 addressing itself to 21 

applications for a C of O.   22 
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  Nonetheless, they both end up in 1 

the same place which is that the requirement 2 

for -- the exception from the overlay would 3 

not apply in the case of 3202.5 until there 4 

was a permit that had been issued.  In this 5 

case we have an application that was filed but 6 

no permit that was issued.   7 

  The filing of the application would 8 

not get an applicant outside of the overlay 9 

requirement.  Obtaining the permit would 10 

because then a different set of requirements 11 

would be followed with respect to the permit. 12 

 If you take a look at 3202.5 it talks about 13 

when an application for building permit is 14 

filed, when the Zoning Commission has pending 15 

before it and so on and so forth.    Then 16 

under 3202.5(a) it very specifically talks 17 

about applications that are filed on or before 18 

the date on which the Zoning Commission makes 19 

a decision to hold a hearing and then the 20 

regulation takes you back to 3202.4 which is 21 

the provision that requires that the permit 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 36

has been issued. 1 

  In this case our interpretation of 2 

our regulations is that the requirement for 3 

compliance with the overlay needs to be met.  4 

That being said, we can't compel you to as a 5 

part of this application and hearing contour 6 

your case to an overlay case but we think it 7 

is very much to your advantage to try to do 8 

that because, again, you will avoid the 9 

duplication of testimony and expense that is 10 

involved in making essentially almost the same 11 

case twice because the case for 206 relief is 12 

very similar to the case that you would have 13 

to make under the special exception for the 14 

overlay.   15 

  Why don't I open it up now for 16 

board members to comment and then we can ask 17 

the parties if they want to weigh in and then 18 

also turn to OP because I know that OP had 19 

some similar concerns in its report. 20 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  I would just add 21 

that it is sort of a unique situation that you 22 
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are in here.  You had applied for the building 1 

permit and the building permit did not require 2 

any kind of zoning relief at all and it would 3 

not have fallen out of the process and you 4 

would have continued along and you would have 5 

gotten your building permit.    You 6 

could have gone ahead.  That is what the 7 

provisions are designed to allow for.  We 8 

don't want the Zoning Commission -- it 9 

shouldn't be set up so that the Zoning 10 

Commission sets down something, a potential 11 

change in the regulations and then that trips 12 

up building permits already in the pipeline.  13 

  That is not what we have here. We 14 

had something that went into the pipeline but 15 

essentially got kicked out because it needed 16 

zoning relief.  It may seem like the 17 

regulation doesn't really do anything.  It 18 

does cover certain circumstances.  It just 19 

doesn't cover this one.   20 

  In all practical terms, you know, 21 

you could go through all this stuff for the 22 
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Section 206 relief and then have to do it all 1 

over again later if DCRA -- if you go to DCRA 2 

and they don't agree with you that they are 3 

not subject to the overlay you might as well 4 

make the case now. 5 

  MS. THOMAS:  Mr. Chairman, members 6 

of the board, Karen Thomas with the Office of 7 

Planning.  We did ask the Zoning Administrator 8 

the question regarding whether the overlay 9 

should apply and the response was an e-mail 10 

that it should so we attempted to address it 11 

after the fact and very briefly because, like 12 

you said, the requirements are the same, 13 

almost the same.  The only difference being 14 

Section 1553.2 which speaks to the parking 15 

requirements and os creating requirements. 16 

  They did, in fact, indicate that 17 

the order -- should the case be approved that 18 

the order should reflect reference to grant 19 

special exception relief from Section 1553.  20 

We went ahead and addressed it and we didn't 21 

have a problem with it.  22 
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  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  In other words, 1 

it sounds like you were still recommending 2 

approval subject to the conditions that you -- 3 

okay.  Why don't we then open it up for the 4 

applicant to respond as well as the ANC. 5 

  MR. HORTON:  Chairman Loud, members 6 

of the board, our point looking at the regs I 7 

am just sort of getting up to speed on your 8 

citations.  What I am coming up with is a 9 

vesting argument that it was vested on a 10 

certain date which would be November 27, 2007, 11 

even though a building permit was not issued. 12 

   I would think maybe we could have 13 

the hearing and have the board do the analysis 14 

on the record and proceed from there.  If the 15 

board sees fit to give us a special exception 16 

for both 206 and Section 15, then we would put 17 

that in the order and the school would be able 18 

to proceed and be ready for school this fall. 19 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  If I understand 20 

correctly, I think that is a prudent course.  21 

You are prepared to go forward with cases that 22 
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would support the -- this afternoon that would 1 

support the 206 and the overlay relief? 2 

  MR. HORTON:  Yes, sir. 3 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Okay.  The ANC? 4 

  MS. MYERS:  The ANC has agreed to 5 

support the application and at the time that 6 

we made that decision we were aware of the 7 

16th Street overlay consideration so we did 8 

take that into consideration in our decision 9 

to support the school. 10 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Excellent.  So 11 

it sounds like we are all on the same page 12 

now.  All stars are aligned and that we can 13 

proceed forward with applicant's case.   14 

  Board members, are there any 15 

additional questions or concerns?  Okay.  Then 16 

why don't we turn back to you, Mr. Horton.  17 

This is your opportunity for your statement 18 

and your witnesses and to push your case 19 

forward.  I do appreciate your patience. 20 

  MR. HORTON:  Thank you again, Mr. 21 

Chairman.  Earle Horton, attorney for the 22 
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applicant, Associates for Ideal Education.  I 1 

want to state by saying that the Associates 2 

for Ideal Education are here looking for a 3 

special exception for a private school at 1501 4 

Gallatin Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.  That 5 

would be lots 804 and 805 at Square 2714. 6 

  This application, which is 7 

Application No. 17866 is before us today and I 8 

would want to start just saying the school has 9 

presented on the record and through the letter 10 

from the ANC, the elements that are required 11 

for a special exception.   12 

  I will talk a little bit about that 13 

myself and I will have Mr. Abdullah Kolanji 14 

for the school talk about the plans for the 15 

improvements to the property to help with the 16 

special exception.   17 

  I will also have Paulette Jones-18 

Imaan talk about the school's history and the 19 

good work it does for the residents of the 20 

District of Columbia.  Then will have Erwin 21 

from Grove Slade Associates talk about the 22 
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traffic plan and parking summary that he 1 

prepared and that is on the record before the 2 

board. 3 

  Let me just say that this property 4 

has been used as a private source since 1959 5 

when the first school was -- I think it was 6 

the Jacob Cohen private school.  It was the 7 

Jacob Cohen private school.  Then after that 8 

there was another C of O issue to the Lewis M. 9 

Whitney School.  The ideal has been there for 10 

over 20 years helping educate and take care of 11 

the kids of the District of Columbia. 12 

  Let me just say that this school is 13 

bordered by Piney Branch Road, Gallatin 14 

Street, an alley in the rear and the lot 805, 15 

I believe, is the lot where they have staged 16 

the recreational facilities for the kids.  17 

  There is quite a buffer zone around 18 

this property that the traffic, the noise, the 19 

numbers of students, which is a limited 20 

amount, has not affected the neighbors.  I 21 

think that is why you will see pretty good 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 43

community support for this special exception. 1 

  Let me also say that this special 2 

exception will not affect the zoning regs or 3 

map adversely. Actually since it has been used 4 

for over 40 years as a private school or a 5 

child development center, it has always been 6 

welcome in the community and has always done 7 

good work for the kids in the District of 8 

Columbia.  To my knowledge no one has raised 9 

any objections that this operation has 10 

adversely affected the community. 11 

  Let me also say with the plans that 12 

Mr. Kolanji was talking about, the school will 13 

have ample parking spaces of seven which under 14 

the analysis we have looked at will probably 15 

require five because there will be 35 students 16 

and four staff members for the school and then 17 

for the community, for the child development 18 

center they want to have 25 students and four 19 

teachers for that.  Then they will have two 20 

administrative staff for a total of 10.  Under 21 

the Zoning Regs our analysis is that five 22 
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parking spaces are required. 1 

  Now, just say that if those numbers 2 

increased because what we want the order to 3 

say is that we want 60 students and 10 staff 4 

members, seven parking spaces would cover if 5 

the whole use was for a private school for two 6 

parking spaces for each three staff members 7 

and teachers included. 8 

  Having said all that, we do think 9 

that this special exception should be granted 10 

because it does not adversely affect the 11 

zoning map and it does not cause undue burden 12 

on the community with noise, traffic. Number 13 

of students is limited to 60.   14 

  They have been doing 40 students 15 

for quite some time.  The school does agree 16 

and accept the traffic management plan as 17 

recommended by the traffic adviser Grove/Slade 18 

Associates.  They want to continue the good 19 

use of educating the kids in the District of 20 

Columbia. 21 

  Mr. Kolanji, please talk a little 22 
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bit about the plan. 1 

  MR. KOLANJI:  These are the plans 2 

showing seven parking spaces that currently 3 

doesn't exist.  We plan on putting a buffer 4 

around the parking lot as required by the 16th 5 

Street overlay.  We also are planning on 6 

putting a drop-off point for the student to 7 

minimize any adverse affect they may have upon 8 

the community and a walkway for the students 9 

to enter the building as requested by the 10 

Office of Planning.   11 

  This is shown at Lot 805.  It's 12 

currently a playground and will remain a 13 

playground.  This is currently a pool that is 14 

not being used and this is a small playground 15 

right here so we plan on taking all of this 16 

out and making way for the improvement.  This 17 

will be the student drop-off point right here. 18 

 This is the building right here.  This is lot 19 

805, the current playground which Mr. Horton 20 

was saying it buffers the neighbors. 21 

  This is the student drop-off, the 22 
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current place where the student drop-off place 1 

will be once the improvements are made.  This 2 

is also the current driveway which will be 3 

expanded for the parking lot.  This is the 4 

area that will be improved for the parking 5 

lot, the front view.   6 

  This is the alley view of that 7 

area.  We plan on putting up either a wood 8 

fence or a chain link fence with cloth or 9 

shrubberies as per the recommendations of the 10 

Office of Planning in order to meet the 16th 11 

Street overlay requirements.  This is the back 12 

of lot 805 from the alley way.  This is the 13 

pool. 14 

  MR. HORTON:  Thank you, Mr. 15 

Kolanji.  I would like Ms. Jones-Imaan to give 16 

brief description of the school's history and 17 

the area and the work she does for the 18 

students in the District of Columbia. 19 

  MS. JONES-IMAAN:  Good afternoon 20 

again.  The Academy for Ideal Education is 21 

actually the full-time school that began at 22 
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1501 Gallatin Street in 1991.  Before then we 1 

operated as the Ideal Learning Center and 2 

provided tutoring to students of the District 3 

and Maryland but we always have been in this 4 

area.  We started out on 16th and Blagton in 5 

the building which is now on 16th and Blagton 6 

Avenue. 7 

  We moved to the Christ Lutheran 8 

Church in about '89, I think it was, and then 9 

to Gallatin Street.  The Ideal Learning Center 10 

started in 1979 in the District of Columbia 11 

and so we have students who have been 12 

receiving educational programs.  We have 13 

always loved the community and always wanted 14 

to operate it there.  Before the school we 15 

operated both an enrichment program in the 16 

summer and a summer program is what became the 17 

Ideal School. 18 

  We currently have 40 students at 19 

the Gallatin Street location that range from 20 

two-and-a-half-years old -- well, actually, 21 

mostly three years old through 14 years in 22 
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grades 3K through 8th grade.  There are, I 1 

think, about nine staff there now so the 2 

additional students would only be an increase 3 

of one staff person. 4 

  The school also operates a high 5 

school in northeast that is about 60 students, 6 

12th Street NE, and we have graduated, I 7 

think, seven classes of 12th graders.  We have 8 

72 percent of the students who have graduated 9 

have gone to college.   10 

  About half of those students were 11 

special needs students and in the special 12 

needs population two-thirds of them have gone 13 

to college or trade school afterwards so we 14 

are very proud of our record of being able to 15 

take students that other places send away. 16 

  There are now currently about 15 17 

percent of our students, a little more, about 18 

18 percent of our students are special needs 19 

at the Academy on Gallatin Street.  Mostly 20 

that is the description of the program. 21 

  MR. HORTON:  Thank you, Ms. Imaan. 22 
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 I want Mr. Erwin Andres from Grove Slade 1 

Associates, parking and traffic consultant, to 2 

tell us about his report and our plan.  Thank 3 

you. 4 

  MR. ANDRES:  Good afternoon, 5 

Chairman Loud and members of the board.  My 6 

name is Erwin Andres of Grove Slade 7 

Associates.  We have worked on numerous 8 

private schools in the District and our scope 9 

regarding this was to assess the existing 10 

conditions and the proposed conditions 11 

associated with the school expansion. 12 

  In doing so we have identified that 13 

the site is well served by transit.  The 14 

graphic up on the board gives you an idea of 15 

where it is.  It's located at the northwest 16 

corner of Gallatin Street and Piney Branch 17 

Road diagonal from the existing Kingsbury 18 

Academy. 19 

  To the west is 16th Street which, 20 

as you know, is a significant commuter route 21 

into and out of the District with several 22 
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buslines.  To the east is 14th Street which 1 

also provides transit in the area. 2 

  Based on our evaluation of the 3 

student population, the impact of the existing 4 

school and the proposed school we see to be 5 

able to be accommodated by the existing 6 

roadway network.  The reason for that is that 7 

there is a current significant transit and 8 

walking usage associated with the student 9 

population. 10 

  Of the 40 students that are 11 

currently attending the school, 30 percent are 12 

dropped.  Excuse me, 30 percent either take 13 

the bus or are dropped off by a special needs 14 

bus or walk.  That 30 percent percentage is on 15 

the high side based on our experiences with 16 

private schools. 17 

  In addition to that, the staff that 18 

are currently parking on the city streets 19 

because of the fact there is limited parking 20 

on site.  Those parking spaces would actually 21 

be accommodated in the rear of the building. 22 
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  Given that what we've done is we've 1 

also done counts at the school to identify the 2 

number of vehicles associated with the student 3 

drop-offs.  It's been our experience that the 4 

majority of the student drop-offs usually at a 5 

private school occur in a 30-minute period 6 

leading up to the start of school. 7 

  The start of school is at 8:30 so 8 

for the half-hour period leading up to 8:30 we 9 

counted nine cars and that nine cars is 10 

associated with the 40 students.  If we were 11 

to extrapolate that to the 60 students, we are 12 

looking at a range of probably five cars that 13 

would be added to a 30-minute period leading 14 

up to the school.  The impact of five 15 

additional cars in that half hour leading up 16 

to the school if you were to stand out there 17 

that impact would be imperceptible.  Five cars 18 

represents an additional car every six minutes 19 

so that gives you the sense of the additional 20 

volume associated with the proposed expansion. 21 

 Given that and given the transit availability 22 
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we believe that the proposed expansion of both 1 

the staff of 10 and the proposed population of 2 

60 students will have no adverse impact. 3 

  One of the other things that we 4 

have done is reviewed the review letters 5 

provided by the Office of Planning and the 6 

District Department of Transportation.  They 7 

have concurred that they would like to 8 

implement transportation management measures 9 

which for the most part were measures that we 10 

committed to as part of my document.   11 

  The only difference between the 12 

District Department of Transportation letter 13 

dated June 1, 2009 and our report dated May 14 

18, 2009 is basically two items.  We committed 15 

to provide bike racks.  The District 16 

Department of Transportation was suggesting 17 

that we provide covered bike racks so that is 18 

the one change.   19 

  The other change, or the other 20 

addition that the District identified is that 21 

the applicant should meet with DDOT's safe 22 
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routes to school coordinator.  We are 1 

committed to meeting with that coordinator.  2 

Other than that, all the other measures that 3 

we have identified are the same that DDOT have 4 

identified.   5 

  We are committed to do that and we 6 

believe they are good ideas.  They had a 7 

question about the number of -- excuse me, the 8 

no choice associated with the staff.  9 

Currently there are nine staff members and one 10 

of them takes transit.   11 

  Potentially with the Metro check 12 

benefit that might increase.  Given that I 13 

believe DDOT is going to make their own report 14 

but I believe we comply with most of the 15 

conditions in their letter.  Thank you. 16 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you, Mr. 17 

Andres. 18 

  Why don't we do a couple of things 19 

first and then see if there is any cross by 20 

the ANC.  You have appeared before BZA on a 21 

number of occasions as has your firm.  I think 22 
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we want to qualify you as an expert for the 1 

purposes of this afternoon's hearing.   2 

  We didn't get a chance to do that 3 

but, again, you have appeared a number of 4 

times and your qualifications have been 5 

accepted by us on numerous occasions.  Let me 6 

see if board members have any concerns or 7 

questions regarding your being admitted as an 8 

expert.  Hearing none, does the ANC?  Neither 9 

does the ANC so we will admit you formally as 10 

an expert in this matter and give your report 11 

and your testimony the weight of an expert. 12 

  MR. ANDRES:  Thank you. 13 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Now what I would 14 

like to do is open up the opportunity for the 15 

ANC as a party to ask questions of the 16 

witnesses, of the applicant, and then for the 17 

board as well. 18 

  MS. MYERS:  Actually, I don't -- 19 

what I wanted to come forward to this board to 20 

let you know is that back in June -- I mean, 21 

I'm sorry, December of 2008 the Ideal Academy 22 
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came before the previous ANC Commission Board 1 

and that board opted not to support the 2 

school.   3 

  Basically they are finding -- their 4 

decision for that was because they felt that 5 

at that time the Ideal school had not been 6 

forthcoming to the community, had not met with 7 

the community, they had not met with the ANC 8 

at that time. 9 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Ms. Myers, if I 10 

might interrupt you just for a second.  Right 11 

now the stage of the proceedings we're in is 12 

that the -- we are still in the applicant's 13 

case. 14 

  MS. MYERS:  Okay. 15 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  He has put on 16 

three witnesses so you have the opportunity to 17 

cross examine or ask questions of any of those 18 

three witnesses.  Then we will get to very 19 

shortly the ANC report and you can go fully 20 

into what I think you were getting ready to 21 

discuss for us.  Do you have any questions? 22 
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  MS. MYERS:  I have no questions. 1 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Okay.  Let me 2 

turn to the board members and see if there are 3 

any questions for any of the witnesses. 4 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  I'm curious.  5 

The building as it is right now has a student 6 

capacity or as a child development center can 7 

handle 40 students.  In order to go up to 60 8 

are you expanding use within the building or 9 

are you just going to -- are you reconfiguring 10 

things?  How do you fit 50 percent more young 11 

people in there and probably larger sized 12 

young people? 13 

  MS. JONES-IMAAN:  When we 14 

grandfathered in in 1991 the capacity was 40 15 

students but the building was a mixed 16 

residential facility with the child 17 

development center on the lower floor and the 18 

first floor.  Since then we have been using 19 

the entire building. 20 

  Now, informally when DCRA came out 21 

to do the inspection for the building in '91 22 
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when we grandfathered it in, they told us 1 

verbally that the building had a capacity for 2 

80 students if we were using the entire 3 

building.   4 

  Based on that we started having 5 

plans and building permit to get the occupancy 6 

permit for the largest number of students.  7 

That created a lot of challenge for the 8 

community and neighbors so we tried to 9 

compromise and bring the numbers down.  It was 10 

our understanding when we had someone come out 11 

and draw the plans that we could accommodate 12 

without any building of additional space. 13 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  So essentially 14 

right now you are using the entire building? 15 

  MS. JONES-IMAAN:  We are. 16 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  And you are 17 

going to be making some modifications to it to 18 

accommodate the additional students or you are 19 

just -- how are you going to fit them in? 20 

  MS. JONES-IMAAN:  I was about to 21 

say that we have 40 students and we are using 22 
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about three or four classrooms.  We have 1 

capacity to have about three more classrooms 2 

without any change.  In other words, the 3 

building is very under-utilized in terms of 4 

the space. 5 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  I have to 6 

add the reason I'm asking these questions, and 7 

it's not really that relevant to our decision 8 

making but I'm just kind of puzzled by it, 9 

it's a relatively small building and the 10 

amount of square footage per student is 11 

extraordinarily low.  It may not be 12 

extraordinarily low for small private schools 13 

but compared to the national planning 14 

standards for schools it's a third or even a 15 

quarter of what the normal square footage 16 

would be so I was curious as to how you are 17 

actually going to fit them in. 18 

  MS. JONES-IMAAN:  I do want to say 19 

that in our plan to increase the older 20 

students, they are presently about 20 students 21 

who are between the ages of sixth grade and 22 
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eight grade so we have no increases in those 1 

areas.  We see the increases being with the 2 

younger students who use less space.  But our 3 

classes are also small and we keep them that 4 

way on purpose. 5 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  I notice you're 6 

on a double lot.  I assume that there is no 7 

long-term plan to expand to use more of that 8 

space and build a bigger building? 9 

  MS. JONES-IMAAN:  No.  Definitely 10 

not now, not in my conception.  I actually -- 11 

we pride ourselves in the small number and 12 

schoolhouse concept because we consider 13 

ourselves a big family and that is what the 14 

children consider it. 15 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  How will 16 

the drop-off actually work?  Are cars just 17 

pulling up along the street and dropping off 18 

or are they actually pulling into that little 19 

bit of driveway and then backing out? 20 

  MR. ANDRES:  Well, right now 21 

consistent with many other private schools on 22 
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residential streets like this there is about 1 

100 feet of frontage on Gallatin Street.  2 

Currently what happens is that 100 feet can 3 

roughly fit between four and five cars.  The 4 

cars -- 5 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  My question is 6 

much simpler.  Are people going to be pulling 7 

up and stopping on the street or are they 8 

going to be pulling into the driveway dropping 9 

off? 10 

  MR. ANDRES:  On Piney Branch Road 11 

they will be pulling over on the street. 12 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  So on the 13 

street. 14 

  MR. ANDRES:  Yes. 15 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  That's 16 

fine.  That's all I really wanted to know. 17 

 18 

  MR. ANDRES:  Okay. 19 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  The couple of 20 

parking spaces that are all the way at the 21 

back of the property are very difficult spaces 22 
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to get in and out of.  I'm wondering how you 1 

are imagining that is going to work? 2 

  MR. ANDRES:  The way we see that 3 

working is because they are for the 4 

administrators and the all-day staff what 5 

happens is the person that gets there first 6 

obviously there is more maneuverability and 7 

they would be required to park in those spaces 8 

and they would be parked there all day until 9 

the end of the day. 10 

  There is a before-school program 11 

and an after-school program so for the faculty 12 

and staff that will basically be there all 13 

day, there would be no turnover of those 14 

spaces, or limited turnover of those spaces. 15 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  Normally 16 

when you do double-loaded parking like that 17 

there is room at the end.  You plan room at 18 

the end so that you can back those last cars 19 

out.  As it is right now if you pull in and 20 

use those end spaces, you are going to have to 21 

back all the way out into the street. 22 
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  MR. ANDRES:  Are you talking about 1 

the spaces closet to the school? 2 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  No, farthest to 3 

the back. 4 

  MR. ANDRES:  Spaces closet to the 5 

alley? 6 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yeah. 7 

  MR. ANDRES:  There is a wall there 8 

so you are not really -- there is no access 9 

between that lot and the alley. 10 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Right.  I 11 

understand that.  When you turn into -- 12 

imagine you are in a car and you have pulled 13 

into the lot and did number seven there, how 14 

are you going to back out of seven?  You're 15 

going to have to back all the way out into the 16 

street to get out.  Right?  Once you pull into 17 

seven how are you going to get out of it? 18 

 19 

  MR. ANDRES:  You would pull out the 20 

same way that you pulled in. 21 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  So you are going 22 
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to back all the way back out onto the street? 1 

  MR. ANDRES:  I'm sorry.  I'm 2 

confused.  What I can do is I can go up there. 3 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Not and stay on 4 

the microphone easily.  I guess, again, going 5 

back to my original statement, normally with a 6 

double-loaded parking lot when you have spaces 7 

on both sides like that, there is space at the 8 

very end in the drive isle.   9 

  The drive isle actually extends 10 

further so that when you back out of your 11 

space you can back into in this case what 12 

would be the alley and then pull out forward 13 

onto the street which is a much safer 14 

condition than backing all the way out and 15 

then onto the street. 16 

  MR. ANDRES:  Toward the end of the 17 

day, as I mentioned, because there are after-18 

school programs, the spaces contiguous to 19 

those towards the back of the site would be 20 

clear.  Towards the end of the day many of the 21 

staff leave so it's basically -- 22 
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  COMMISSIONER MAY:  But they have to 1 

get out.  Once they get in they've got to get 2 

out. 3 

  MR. ANDRES:  I understand that. 4 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  They will wind 5 

up backing all the way out into the street. 6 

  MR. ANDRES:  Well, because of the 7 

fact that all of the other spaces would no 8 

longer be occupied towards the end of the day 9 

they would have the maneuverability in that 10 

lot to do so.  What they would do is they 11 

would back -- if they would pull in in the 12 

mornings what they would do is they would pull 13 

back and then use all the space in that area 14 

to pull forward so that they are not backing 15 

in.  I can quickly show you and I actually 16 

wouldn't need the microphone. 17 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  You're speaking 18 

without the microphone.  That's fine except 19 

that now you have assumed that four is vacant. 20 

 Assume that the lot is full.  Four and seven 21 

are both full.  One of those has to pull out 22 
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first and there is no room for them to pull 1 

out and get turned around so they are going to 2 

wind up having to back all the way out into 3 

the street. 4 

  MR. ANDRES:  In the event that 5 

happens, then yes.  If all the spaces are full 6 

then, yes, they would be backing out and that 7 

is why those spaces are designated for the 8 

people leaving last so that the probability of 9 

the spaces next to it being empty. 10 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  In the broader 11 

picture I think this is a very minor point but 12 

I think honestly speaking you don't have a 13 

seven-space parking lot there, at least not 14 

one that is designed to normal standards or is 15 

as safe as it could be because you really 16 

don't want to have cars backing all the way 17 

out through a curving drive like that onto the 18 

street.   19 

  I think you want people to pull 20 

forward.  It would be easy enough if it was 21 

continuous with the alley and you could pull 22 
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straight into the alley.  What is the grade 1 

change? 2 

  MR. ANDRES:  It's fairly steep, 3 

four feet. 4 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Four feet of 5 

grade difference between the alley and the 6 

rear yard.  Okay.  Well -- 7 

  MR. ANDRES:  I completely 8 

understand your point. 9 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Thanks. 10 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you, Mr. 11 

May. 12 

  Mr. Dettman, did you have any 13 

questions? 14 

  VICE CHAIR DETTMAN:  I just want to 15 

follow up on what Mr. May was saying.  By the 16 

looks of it, though, you have a 20-foot drive 17 

isle and you have regulation size parking 18 

spaces.  Are you saying that the 20-foot drive 19 

isle doesn't provide enough maneuver space?  20 

In the event No. 4 is filled you couldn't just 21 

get the car maneuvered in a way using the 20-22 
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foot drive isle? 1 

  MR. ANDRES:  No, no.  The existing 2 

park and the existing District standards allow 3 

for that but because there is basically a wall 4 

next to that vehicle, vehicles tend not to 5 

really park up against the wall so that is 6 

where the maneuverability is compromised. 7 

  VICE CHAIR DETTMAN:  I see.  Okay. 8 

 I just wanted to go back to you had made 9 

mention to a couple points in the DDOT report. 10 

 One was the covered bicycle racks.  Do you 11 

have a position on that? 12 

  MR. ANDRES:  If it's -- bicycles 13 

normally are all weather so personally I don't 14 

see a difference between covered bike racks 15 

and uncovered bike racks. 16 

  VICE CHAIR DETTMAN:  Okay. 17 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Did you ever get 18 

on a bike with a wet seat? 19 

  MR. ANDRES:  I understand that  20 

but -- 21 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  That's the 22 
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reason for it.  It's to protect the bicycle, 1 

too, but it's also the stuff that goes with 2 

it.  You don't want to get all wet. 3 

  MR. ANDRES:  No, absolutely I 4 

understand that but, you know, if you are 5 

riding in the rain. 6 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Sometimes it 7 

rains during the day and it's dry when you 8 

ride home.  It's a minor point that bike 9 

riders I think understand and appreciate but I 10 

wouldn't push for it. 11 

  VICE CHAIR DETTMAN:  The paragraph 12 

following the conditions, I did notice that 13 

DDOT was recommended that Ideal Education 14 

share its intermodal split data with DDOT and 15 

the ANC every 12 months.  Do you have a 16 

position on that? 17 

  MR. ANDRES:  That information is 18 

fairly easy for the school to pull together.  19 

It's just a matter of Ms. Imaan asking the 20 

teachers how they get there.  However, for the 21 

students somebody would have to do a survey.  22 
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  I'm not sure for a school this size 1 

that if 27 students get dropped off if there 2 

is really value to that especially given the 3 

constrained population.  We were talking about 4 

a student population in the 200 to 300 range. 5 

 Maybe monitoring that would have more of an 6 

impact but because of the size of the 7 

population I'm not sure if that would be 8 

required yearly.  A school of this size has 9 

limited resources. 10 

  VICE CHAIR DETTMAN:  Okay.  My last 11 

question goes to the pickup and drop-off area. 12 

 I'm just wondering if you kind of considered 13 

this.  Where it is proposed it looks like 14 

people -- unless the school is going to 15 

require people who are dropping off children 16 

to approach the site southbound on Piney 17 

Branch, it looks like they are going to need 18 

to pull a u-turn which could create some 19 

concession.  I also see a tendency where you 20 

might have some queuing where you are going to 21 

be blocking the driveway.  Did you consider 22 
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that? 1 

  MR. ANDRES:  Yes.  The existing 2 

condition is that currently it happens in the 3 

100-foot frontage in front of the school so in 4 

order for that to occur you are requiring all 5 

parents to approach the school westbound.  6 

Whether they are approaching the school 7 

westbound or approaching the school southbound 8 

you are still requiring them to come in one 9 

direction so we understood that. 10 

  The rate of arrival of these 11 

students, again, because there is a before-12 

school program it really disperses the amount 13 

of traffic that is experienced related to the 14 

school.  We don't see extensive queuing 15 

occurring on Piney Branch.  When I was out 16 

there identifying the traffic operations the 17 

most number of vehicles coming and dropping 18 

off at the same time is in the range of about 19 

three.  Given that we believe that the 20 

operations in Piney Branch can accommodate 21 

that.  In the event that the school 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 71

experiences something different, there is 1 

still the flexibility to use Gallatin Street 2 

as an overflow area. 3 

  VICE CHAIR DETTMAN:  Thank you. 4 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you, Mr. 5 

Dettman. 6 

  I just have three very quick 7 

questions probably for Ms. Imaan.  So you are 8 

going to add basically grades three through 9 

eight.  From the pleadings it sounded like 10 

that was the direction you're moving in. 11 

  MS. JONES-IMAAN:  We already have 12 

grades three through eight but we are just 13 

proposing that the numbers in certain of those 14 

grades are increased. 15 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Okay.  So the 20 16 

additional will be spread across grades three 17 

through eight.  What is the current class 18 

size? 19 

  MS. JONES-IMAAN:  It varies. 20 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  What would be 21 

the lowest and the highest?  What would be the 22 
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range? 1 

  MS. JONES-IMAAN:  I think we have 2 

one class of about seven or eight students 3 

now.  Our high class is about 11 or 12. 4 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Does the school 5 

currently partner at all with Kingsbury around 6 

the special ed students on any co-education 7 

opportunities or anything like that? 8 

  MS. JONES-IMAAN:  No, we don't but 9 

we are talking about doing some 10 

extracurricular activities together.  We have 11 

been talking with Kingbury and the other 12 

schools in the area about doing some things 13 

after school and sports together. 14 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Are the special 15 

ed students mainstream with the other young 16 

people? 17 

  MS. JONES-IMAAN:  In several 18 

classes they are unless the IPs call for self-19 

contained classes and then they are 20 

mainstreamed and that is probably one of the 21 

greatest advantages of being in a small 22 
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private school because it is quite advantages 1 

for students who have special needs to be 2 

mainstreamed as much as possible. 3 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Then one final 4 

question.  In terms of recreational 5 

opportunities for some of the older kids, say 6 

six, seven, and eight, what kind of reaction  7 

-- how are they recreated? 8 

  MS. JONES-IMAAN:  We are fortunate 9 

in this area to be between Hamilton Park, 10 

which is just a couple blocks away, and 11 

Kennedy Street playground, Rock Creek Park 12 

tennis courts.   13 

  Our students are able to take part 14 

in the activities at both places but we are 15 

especially proud of the fact that we partner 16 

with the Tennis Foundation to have tennis 17 

available to the children at our school. 18 

 19 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  So, for example, 20 

let's say for six graders how does that look 21 

like every week?  What do they get for 22 
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recreation? 1 

  MS. JONES-IMAAN:  One of their 2 

teachers is here who is that teacher.  Mainly 3 

we take them to a gym close by for their 4 

physical education program.  We also have, of 5 

course, the regular recess every day.  Mostly 6 

I think they are going up to Hamilton for that 7 

program.  Please ask him to speak specifically 8 

to what -- 9 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Is he going to 10 

be a witness later?  Okay.  I'll tell you 11 

what.  Instead of doing it out of order now 12 

I'll wait until that witness comes and then 13 

ask a few questions about that. 14 

  MS. JONES-IMAAN:  Okay. 15 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you.  I  16 

don't have any additional questions and unless 17 

board members have a second line of 18 

questioning, we can move to the Office of 19 

Planning and their report.  Why don't we do 20 

that. 21 

  MS. THOMAS:  Good afternoon, Mr. 22 
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Chairman, members of the board.  I'm not going 1 

to elaborate too much on the application as 2 

such but just briefly review and highlight 3 

what we viewed as the applicant's meeting the 4 

requirements of Section 206. 5 

  We have no objection to the private 6 

school in that it would not become 7 

objectionable to the adjoining and nearby 8 

properties.  We see that the school has been 9 

at this location in the existing building for 10 

quite some time.  Actually, the building has 11 

housed in the past similar type institutions 12 

for the past 50 years. 13 

  A child development center is 14 

currently on the site with 40 children and I 15 

suppose this would add about 20 children 16 

extra.  That would result in, according to the 17 

applicant's traffic study, only 10 additional 18 

students on the property.  I'm sorry, 10 19 

vehicular trips to the property. 20 

  After much discussion with OP we 21 

see that they are going to be providing 22 
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parking on the site up to seven spaces where 1 

five will be required.  We were pleased to see 2 

that they adopted a transportation management 3 

plan and they would have TMP coordinator would 4 

be assigned to regulate and coordinate traffic 5 

on site. 6 

  In addition, we ask that -- we 7 

requested additional comments from the Zoning 8 

Administrator regarding the requirements of 9 

the 16th Street height overlay and the Zoning 10 

Administrator did, in fact, indicate that the 11 

16th Street height overlay should be addressed 12 

in this application and we briefly address 13 

that as well in our report. 14 

  We see the applicant may need to 15 

further address the requirements of screening 16 

and they did, in fact, indicate that they 17 

would do so in their presentation today and we 18 

have no further comments regarding that. 19 

  With respect overall, we do believe 20 

that the application met the requirements of 21 

special exception relief and it will not 22 
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adversely affect the use of neighboring 1 

properties in accordance with the zoning 2 

regulation and map.  I would be happy to 3 

answer any questions. 4 

  I would also indicate that we do 5 

have a DDOT staff member here with us, Jeff 6 

Jennings, and he would be happy to speak to 7 

their requirements and to their report as 8 

well. 9 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you.  Your 10 

report was excellent and I think we should do 11 

it in this order, allow the parties to ask any 12 

questions of you that they might have and then 13 

we'll see if board members have questions.  14 

Why don't we begin with Mr. Horton.  Do you 15 

have a copy of the report? 16 

  MR. HORTON:  I have no questions. 17 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  You have no 18 

questions?  Okay. 19 

  Ms. Myers. 20 

  MS. MYERS:  I've read the report.  21 

I have no questions. 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 78

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Okay.  Board 1 

members?  Mr. Dettman? 2 

  I have one question and it's sort 3 

of a bottom-line question.  Do you believe 4 

that the application meets the requirements of 5 

the overlay? 6 

  MS. THOMAS:  Yes.  As presented 7 

today, yes. 8 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you.  I 9 

believe now is there a DDOT report in this 10 

case, a written report?  Okay.  Let's go to 11 

DDOT for your report.  Mr. Jennings, you can 12 

just walk us through what you submitted. 13 

  MR. JENNINGS:  Good afternoon, 14 

Chairman Loud and fellow commissioners.  My 15 

name is Jeff Jennings.  I work for the 16 

District Department of Transportation.  We did 17 

submit a report just yesterday.   18 

  The report does conditionally 19 

approve what the applicant is seeking in this 20 

case and in a very similar way to OP's 21 

conditions we listed out the various items 22 
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that we believe should be part of the order if 1 

this case is approved. 2 

  As previously stated, one of the 3 

items that we thought would make sense if the 4 

covered bicycle parking.  We do want to 5 

encourage as much sustainable transportation 6 

in the District as possible and we feel that 7 

having that covered bicycle parking is one way 8 

to welcome more folks to travel via bicycle. 9 

  The other item that we added onto 10 

the list of conditions is the opportunity for 11 

the applicant to meet with the DDOT staff 12 

member who covers the safe routes to school.  13 

That coordinator should be able to help out 14 

with the drop-off and pickup.   15 

  Typically that staff person only 16 

focuses on areas around schools where there is 17 

actually walking and not a drop-off and 18 

pickup.  I think in this circumstance we would 19 

be okay.  DDOT would be okay with meeting with 20 

the applicant to talk about vehicular drop-off 21 

and pickup. 22 
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  One observation that should be made 1 

and the applicant did admit it in their 2 

report, the transportation report.  On page 4 3 

you'll notice on the two streets to access the 4 

school Piney Branch there is no curves and no 5 

sidewalks on either side of the street.  This 6 

makes it a little bit more of a precarious 7 

situation.  We would encourage the applicant 8 

to try and have its parents or supervisors use 9 

Gallatin as much as possible.  Clearly DDOT 10 

needs to do some work in this particular area 11 

installing sidewalks.  Any area around whether 12 

it be a private or a public school DDOT is 13 

doing its best to try to put new sidewalks in 14 

and clearly on Piney Branch that needs to 15 

happen as well.  I hope that helps out a 16 

little bit with where the Department of 17 

Transportation stands with this particular 18 

application. 19 

  We had heard no previous complaints 20 

about this school or child development center 21 

with the queuing and with the drop-off and the 22 
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pickup and, therefore, we are led to believe 1 

that the staggered drop-off and pickup time as 2 

noted in the applicant's transportation report 3 

it does help out significantly.   4 

  If you are dropping off and picking 5 

up this amount of students within a two and 6 

three-hour period of time, it does help out 7 

quite a bit as opposed to everybody showing up 8 

at 8:30 to quarter to 9:00 and you notice a 9 

significant queue on a relatively small 10 

residential street.  We believe that is a 11 

positive, if anything, on this particular 12 

case.  I'm certainly available for questions. 13 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you, Mr. 14 

Jennings. 15 

  Does the applicant have any 16 

questions for DDOT? 17 

  MR. HORTON:  To follow the 18 

Chairman's line to OP.  Mr. Jennings, you do 19 

think that DDOT approves for both Section 206 20 

and for the overlay 1553? 21 

  MR. JENNINGS:  Since DDOT doesn't 22 
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typically weigh in too much on overlays, I'll 1 

certainly defer to OP on that.  We would be 2 

happy to work with OP on any additional 3 

opinion that is needed but more often than not 4 

I would certainly welcome my colleagues' 5 

comments on whether or not she feels and the 6 

Office of Planning feels the overlay is 7 

something that should be commented on. 8 

  MR. HORTON:  She recommended 9 

approval for the overlay.  Thank you. 10 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you, Mr. 11 

Horton.  Indeed, her testimony was that she 12 

thought the application met the requirements 13 

of Section 1553. 14 

  Ms. Myers, does the ANC have any 15 

questions for the Department of 16 

Transportation? 17 

  MS. MYERS:  I have no questions. 18 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Okay.  Board 19 

members?  I just have one question.  Not to 20 

needle you but does the District have a policy 21 

regarding covering bike racks? 22 
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  MR. JENNINGS:  On new construction 1 

particularly.  We are doing our best to try 2 

and have any new construction have covered 3 

bicycle racks.  We are particularly 4 

encouraging it for new residential 5 

construction.  We don't necessarily have a 6 

policy in place for schools.  We are moving in 7 

that direction since walking and bicycling are 8 

probably two of the best methods we hope to 9 

try to get to school in a sustainable manner. 10 

 At this current time there is no policy truly 11 

in place when it comes to schools. 12 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you.  I'm 13 

a bike rider and a big fan of racks and 14 

coverings and just want to note for the record 15 

that the District does not cover its bike 16 

racks it installs unless it is part of a new 17 

policy. 18 

  MR. JENNINGS:  If you are talking 19 

about any new bike racks that are maybe out on 20 

the sidewalk, that is absolutely true.  If you 21 

are talking about new retail or new 22 
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residential that has recently been completed 1 

within the last, say, 18 to 24 months, I would 2 

be 99.9 percent sure there is covered bicycle 3 

parking.  It's just not well advertised. 4 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  I stand 5 

corrected.  We can carry on the dialogue 6 

offline. 7 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  No, we can't let 8 

it go offline.  In this building there are 9 

covered bicycle racks and a garage and out in 10 

front of the building they replaced 11 

specifically under in the arcade area here so 12 

that there would be covered bike parking here 13 

in this District government office. 14 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you.  I 15 

stand corrected as to this building but there 16 

are locations around the city that I'm 17 

personally familiar with where the District of 18 

Columbia government has installed bike racks 19 

and not provided the benefit of cover. 20 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  I think that 21 

actually is a very new thing.  In most other 22 
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zoning cases where the Zoning Commission has 1 

reviewed it bike racks have been incorporated 2 

into parking garages and that sort of thing so 3 

they show up in that manner.  I've never seen 4 

a case where it was recommended that outdoor 5 

racks be covered.  Most often when outdoor 6 

racks are installed they are in public space. 7 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you. 8 

  Mr. Dettman, did you have any 9 

additional follow-up concerns at all?  Okay. 10 

  We are now at the point in the 11 

proceedings where we have heard from the 12 

government agencies and it's the time for the 13 

report of the ANC.  Ms. Myers, we can go back 14 

to you. 15 

  MS. MYERS:  Okay.  Good afternoon. 16 

 What I wanted to go on record first is to say 17 

that back in December 2008 there was a 18 

previous ANC commission for 4C and at that 19 

time that commission voted not to support the 20 

Ideal School application. 21 

  Primarily they cited that they felt 22 
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the school had not met with the ANC and it had 1 

not met with the community.  At that time the 2 

residents that lived directly around the 3 

school were not in support of this increase of 4 

the 20 students.  What they did note was that 5 

they did not want to close the school but they 6 

were not in support of an additional 20 7 

students being added to the school. 8 

  Since then the Ideal School 9 

requested an extension of their application to 10 

have the opportunity to go back and meet with 11 

the community and the ANC to see if they could 12 

sit down and talk about what their intentions 13 

were and what they could do -- how we could 14 

support the school. 15 

  Since then we have met.  I've had 16 

several meetings with the school director, Ms. 17 

Imaan-Jones.  She came to a community meeting 18 

that I hosted.  4-C-02 hosted a community 19 

meeting to allow the residents to come out and 20 

to address any concerns or issues that they 21 

had with the school and that meeting was held 22 
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on May 9th a couple of weeks ago. 1 

  In addition to that, Ms. Imaan 2 

asked for a request to have the ANC as a whole 3 

to reconsider the application and to come 4 

forward and meet with the ANC and still seek a 5 

request. 6 

  In addition to that she had met 7 

with the CBENA organization which is a Carter 8 

Baron East Neighborhood Association.  She did 9 

come to a meeting to address their questions 10 

and their concerns and their issues.  I was 11 

present at that meeting as well. 12 

  I also met with Ms. Imaan and took 13 

a tour of the school myself so that I can be 14 

able to feel that I am adequately supporting 15 

the residents as well as the school because 16 

the school has been in the community for over 17 

20 years.  I have lived a couple of blocks 18 

away from the school for 23 years myself.  To 19 

be honest I didn't even know that was a school 20 

so it never came under the radar. 21 

  In addition, I was the PTA 22 
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president of West Elementary School for eight 1 

years and never heard a complaint about the 2 

school.  Like I said, I didn't even know the 3 

school existed.  I just thought it was a 4 

residential home.  I didn't know the school 5 

exist. 6 

  I also met with council member 7 

Bowser who is a Ward 4 representative to see 8 

if she had heard any complaints or issues from 9 

the community about the school and she said as 10 

long as the school has been there she has 11 

never heard anything negative as far as 12 

students not learning or the school being an 13 

eyesore or a complaint to the community. 14 

  I have talked to some of the 15 

residents that are opposed to -- that are 16 

still opposed to the school increasing their 17 

enrollment and that is the only concern that 18 

I've heard from the residents.   19 

  It's not that they don't want the 20 

school to be there.  It's not that they want 21 

to shut it down.  Their issue was the increase 22 
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of the 20 students because they felt that 1 

increase was going to cause a traffic impact 2 

to the residents. 3 

  At the ANC community meeting that 4 

we just had a couple of weeks ago, there was a 5 

traffic report given to the entire ANC 6 

commission as a whole and at that time we had 7 

residents that could come forward and make a 8 

complaint about the traffic study and what was 9 

going on. 10 

  We did have one resident that lives 11 

directly across the street from the school 12 

that did come in and he was opposed to the 13 

increase of the 20 students but there are -- 14 

there was 70 percent and I believe CBENA took 15 

an additional poll of the residents that live 16 

there and there still seems to be that 70 17 

percent of the residents don't want the school 18 

-- the increase of the 20 students.    It's 19 

not the fact that they don't want the school 20 

there.  It's the increase of the 20 students 21 

because they think that is going to add an 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 90

impact to the community.  Thirty percent of -- 1 

there are 30 percent of the residents that are 2 

in favor of the school.   3 

  Primarily I spoke to -- I try to 4 

speak to the residents that are like right 5 

next door and across the street to the school. 6 

 I did speak in depth with the Kings, Mr. and 7 

Mrs. King, who live -- their backyard is 8 

exactly in the back of the school so it's 9 

parallel.  He was adamant that he would love 10 

to support the school.  It has never been a 11 

problem for him. 12 

  In fact, Ms. King says she would be 13 

very distressed if the school was -- you know, 14 

if the increase of 20 students could not be 15 

allowed there.  Mr. King did note they did 16 

have concerns with the older children being 17 

loud but Ms. Imaan has decided to take those 18 

children.   19 

  The older children do go up to 20 

Hamilton for their recreation so that it would 21 

not be so loud with the older children.  The 22 
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younger children are the children that are 1 

left on the playground.  There is a playground 2 

on site with three playground areas for the 3 

younger children.   4 

  Mr. King also indicated that he was 5 

willing to go over to the school to start 6 

doing some volunteer work with the middle 7 

school children because that is the area of 8 

students that he thinks needs support and so 9 

he is willing to do that.  In fact, I think he 10 

is supposed to be the keynote speaker at their 11 

graduation of 5th grade that will be coming up 12 

in a couple of weeks. 13 

  As a resident in the ANC for that 14 

community, I am very mindful and respectful 15 

that, you know, we do have a 16th Street 16 

height overlay and that the residents feel 17 

that there are so many institution that are 18 

continuing to come into the community.  It is 19 

starting to not look like a resident.   20 

  I think for the other commissioners 21 

as a whole when we listened to the compelling 22 
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stories from the other parents that came to 1 

the community meeting that have children there 2 

and speaking to the fact that this is a school 3 

that have met their children's needs, that DC 4 

Public Schools were not able to meet the needs 5 

of their children, so we did take that into 6 

consideration.   7 

  We also took into consideration 8 

that some of those students that go to the 9 

school are Ward 4 residents so they are 10 

providing a service for the young children 11 

that are residents in that area.   12 

  But given the fact that the 13 

neighbors, it is a great amount of neighbors 14 

that are opposed to the increase of the 15 

school, we just felt that considering that we 16 

had heard no complaints about the school as 17 

far as delivering educational services to the 18 

children and that they had a Howard University 19 

professor that actually came to the ANC 20 

meeting and spoke about the programs that the 21 

school is offering and some of the services 22 
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that they provide that they felt could be as a 1 

model for other schools in the District and 2 

that Howard University would also be 3 

supporting the school as well.   4 

  What I have asked Ms. Imaan to do, 5 

and when I sat down with her I did express to 6 

her that some of the concerns that the 7 

residents had when I spoke to them was the 8 

lack of communication and not knowing what's 9 

going on with the school, the increase, and 10 

just not being forthcoming to the community. 11 

  I think that she has backed up and 12 

tried to meet with the community.  She is 13 

trying to make amends to the community.  In 14 

fact, one of the neighbors that is directly 15 

next door to the school is the neighbor that 16 

made the recommendation of having the drop-off 17 

point on the alley side for the children.  18 

They did meet with their architect and did 19 

take that into consideration trying to appease 20 

the community. 21 

  At the end of the day ANC after we 22 
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took under consideration the 16th Street 1 

height overlay and the residents that were 2 

opposed to the increase of the 20 students we 3 

still felt that the school was providing a 4 

service to children in the District of 5 

Columbia and primarily children in the Ward 4 6 

area so we made the decision to support the 7 

application. 8 

  I would like to go on record and 9 

say there was nine commissioners present.  No, 10 

actually, I'm sorry, there was eight 11 

commissioners present at the community of the 12 

whole.  Of that eight one was against the 13 

application and one abstention but all the 14 

other six commissioners were in favor of 15 

supporting the application. 16 

  I did, you know, tell Ms. Imaan 17 

that as an ANC commissioner I will continue to 18 

work with her to be visible in the community, 19 

to increase her communication with the 20 

community.  In fact, I have made a 21 

recommendation that she start a series of open 22 
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 house meetings so that the community and the 1 

residents that live in the area could come in 2 

and actually see what is going on in the 3 

school.  They could see the good work that she 4 

is providing to the children in the District 5 

of Columbia. 6 

  MS. MONROE:  Mr. Chair, I need to 7 

interject. 8 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you.  Go 9 

ahead. 10 

  MS. MONROE:  Is the ANC as a whole 11 

is now in favor as you said? 12 

  MS. MYERS:  Yes.  Actually she came 13 

back before the ANC, and I think we submitted 14 

a report.  She came back to the ANC meeting 15 

that we had on May 12th. 16 

  MS. MONROE:  I don't think we have 17 

a report.  Maybe you did and it's not in the 18 

record, I don't know, but the only thing I 19 

want to say is we can only give great weight 20 

to something in writing.  I'll just tell you. 21 

  MS. MYERS:  Okay. 22 
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  MS. MONROE:  Submit another one or 1 

send something in. 2 

  MS. MYERS:  Okay. 3 

  MS. MONROE:  Refax it, whatever 4 

works, because we want to give you great 5 

weight. 6 

  MS. MYERS:  I'll have Deborah refax 7 

it. 8 

  MS. MONROE:  There is a regulation 9 

of you have a question because you have to put 10 

in the quorum and the number of votes. 11 

  MS. MYERS:  In fact, I didn't bring 12 

the report with me but she does have a report. 13 

 I think I faxed it to the Office of Planning 14 

but we do have a report. 15 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  It would be a 16 

big help if we actually had it today. 17 

  MS. MYERS:  Yes. 18 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  That would be 19 

great because depending on how board members 20 

feel, we might be able to deliberate the case 21 

today.  I think Mr. May is looking at it now 22 
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and he'll pass it down and -- Mr. May has 1 

found a challenge with it already. 2 

  MS. MYERS:  I faxed it to him. 3 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Okay. 4 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  We have the 5 

report but it has not been signed. 6 

  MS. MYERS:  Okay.  That's because I 7 

-- that is the one that I e-mailed to Mr. 8 

Goldstein but I can have Deborah Parker, who 9 

is our administrator, to send the signed one. 10 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Who is the 11 

chairperson? 12 

  MS. MYERS:  Joe Martin, Joseph 13 

Martin. 14 

 15 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Do you have any 16 

authority to sign?  I mean, very specific 17 

authority. 18 

  MS. MYERS:  No, him or the 19 

secretary has to sign it. 20 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Okay.  All 21 

right.  Why don't we do this.  We'll get 22 
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copies of that report on the record.  You may 1 

want to think about if someone could fax over 2 

a signed version even while we are here right 3 

now.  As we do that, if there are any 4 

questions for you from Mr. Horton, now would 5 

be the time. 6 

  MR. HORTON:  I just have a couple 7 

questions.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 8 

  At the ANC meeting on May 12th how 9 

many people would you say probably were in 10 

opposition?  Would five be a correct number? 11 

  MS. MYERS:  In opposition of -- 12 

  MR. HORTON:  Yes, just expressed 13 

some concern about the current -- 14 

  MS. MYERS:  I believe it was five 15 

residents. 16 

  MR. HORTON:  Five residents. 17 

  MS. MYERS:  But it was only one 18 

resident -- in that report that we received as 19 

a report from the CBENA organization that 20 

actually went out and polled the residents but 21 

there were five that were not in support but 22 
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only one resident that showed up at the 1 

meeting that was opposed to it. 2 

  MR. HORTON:  At that meeting how 3 

many households do you guys cover in that 4 

area? 5 

  MS. MYERS:  Oh, wow.  It's a large 6 

amount. 7 

  MR. HORTON:  So five would be a 8 

diminimus amount, small amount of the total 9 

households? 10 

  MS. MYERS:  Yes. 11 

  MR. HORTON:  Okay.  Thank you.  12 

Just to reflect on the record that the ANC is 13 

in support of the application. 14 

  MS. MYERS:  Yes. 15 

  MR. HORTON:  That's it.  No more 16 

questions, Your Honor -- I mean, Mr. Chairman. 17 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you, Mr. 18 

Horton.  Board members. 19 

  VICE CHAIR DETTMAN:  I have a 20 

couple questions. 21 

  Ms. Myers, it sounds like in your 22 
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testimony that the basis for the ANC support 1 

was the educational services that are provided 2 

by the applicant.  Is that right? 3 

  MS. MYERS:  Yes.  In talking to 4 

some of the commissioners when we heard the 5 

traffic report and that there was only going 6 

to be an additional six cars that would 7 

actually be dropping children off if the 8 

increase of 20 students was permitted, we 9 

didn't feel that would be a burden to the 10 

community and that neighborhood.    11 

  VICE CHAIR DETTMAN:  Okay.  I was 12 

just looking at Section 3115 of our regs which 13 

lays out a list of the things that need to be 14 

included in the ANC report in order to be 15 

afforded great weight.   16 

  One of them is that it says the 17 

issues and concerns of the ANC, and I'll 18 

paraphrase, as related to the standards of the 19 

Zoning Regulations.  The standard that we need 20 

to apply here, one of the standards is whether 21 

the use of the private school can be 22 
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established without having any adverse impacts 1 

on neighboring or nearby properties with 2 

respect to traffic, noise, design, and other 3 

conditions.   4 

  In addition to the great value that 5 

the school provides to the District, did the 6 

ANC look at those potential impacts and come 7 

to a conclusion that it was going to be okay, 8 

traffic, design, noise? 9 

  MS. MYERS:  We did look at the 10 

traffic.  Like I said, we had not heard -- as 11 

far as we were concerned in talking to the 12 

residents their concern was not the noise.  13 

There was not a concern of -- there was a 14 

concern about the traffic should there be an 15 

increase of 20 children.  That was without the 16 

community actually hearing the traffic study. 17 

   The community never heard the 18 

traffic study until the night of the ANC 19 

community meeting.  After listening to that 20 

and deliberating on the additional six cars 21 

should there be 20 students added, we felt 22 
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that would not be an impact to the neighboring 1 

community. 2 

  VICE CHAIR DETTMAN:  Okay.  And 3 

during the ANC meeting as well as you had 4 

mentioned that you went around to the 5 

neighboring and nearby properties and talked 6 

to the residents there.  Did you get a sense 7 

that at the end of the day traffic and design 8 

from the neighborhood's perspective was -- 9 

  MS. MYERS:  No.  You know, I have 10 

gone up that street in the afternoons when the 11 

children are being left off on my days off and 12 

I didn't see where there was a problem.  Like 13 

I said, I actually live a couple blocks from 14 

that house for 23 years.  I never knew it was 15 

a school. 16 

  VICE CHAIR DETTMAN:  Okay. 17 

  MS. MYERS:  Until I became an ANC 18 

and this came on my radar, I did not know that 19 

was a school.  I just assumed it was a regular 20 

residence because I did not see where there 21 

was a lot of children hanging out, cars 22 
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hanging out.  I have to be honest that I did 1 

not know that it was a school that existed 2 

there.  I just thought it was a regular 3 

residence. 4 

  VICE CHAIR DETTMAN:  Okay.  Thank 5 

you. 6 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you, Mr. 7 

Dettman. 8 

  Thank you, Ms. Myers, for your 9 

report and giving us the updated written 10 

report of May 12 as well. 11 

  We are now at the point of the 12 

proceeding where we are going to hear from 13 

both parties and persons in support and then 14 

parties or persons in opposition starting with 15 

the parties or persons in support.   16 

  There are a number of people that 17 

are in the audience.  Just by show of hands, 18 

how many people are going to be testifying in 19 

support of the application?  Thank you.  How 20 

many are going to be testifying in opposition 21 

to the application?   22 
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  Okay.  Why don't we do this.  We'll 1 

start with parties or persons in support.  You 2 

can come on up and if the applicant and the 3 

ANC wouldn't mind giving up your seats 4 

momentarily the parties and persons in support 5 

can provide testimony.   6 

  Each of you will be given three 7 

minutes to give your testimony and we will 8 

then move to parties and persons in 9 

opposition.  Just come forward and state your 10 

name for the record and we'll just go in order 11 

from my left to my right. 12 

  Good afternoon.  Thank you for your 13 

patience.  State your name for the record.  14 

Name and address starting at the far left all 15 

the way to my right. 16 

  MR. KIRKSEY:  Good afternoon to 17 

Chairman Loud and to the board members.  My 18 

name is Arthur Kirksey and I reside at 8505 19 

Tacoma Park, 805 Flower Avenue, Tacoma Park, 20 

Maryland. 21 

  MS. HYLTON:  Good afternoon.  I am 22 
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Karen Ivy Hylton and I reside at 1273 Oak 1 

Street, NE, Washington, D.C. 2 

  MS. MOSBY:  Good afternoon.  My 3 

name is Kasana Mosby and I reside at 7825 4 

Lewis Chapel Circle in Lorton, Virginia. 5 

  MS. MITCHELL:  Good afternoon.  My 6 

name is Jacqueline Mitchell and I reside at 7 

1314 Decatur Street, NW which is approximately 8 

four blocks from the school. 9 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thanks to each 10 

of you.  We will begin with you.  Can you just 11 

state your name again?  I didn't get it down. 12 

  MR. KIRKSEY:  Yes, sir.  Arthur 13 

Kirksey, K-I-R-K-S-E-Y. 14 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you.  15 

We'll start with you, Mr. Kirksey.  You can 16 

start the clock now. 17 

  MR. KIRKSEY:   As I stated, my name 18 

is Arthur Kirksey.  I am a 7th and 8th grade 19 

teacher at the Academy for Ideal Education.  I 20 

come before you in the spirit of gratitude and 21 

servitude.  I beseech the board to grant a 22 
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special exception for private school under 1 

Section 206 in the R-1-B District as well as 2 

increase the school's capacity from 40 to 60 3 

students.  The Academy for Ideal Education has 4 

a long and positive history in the 5 

neighborhood.  We believe it is in the highest 6 

interest of all concerned to be able to 7 

continue to positively impact the lives of the 8 

District's youth.  By granting us this special 9 

exception we would be allowed to do just that. 10 

 As an educator who has worked in the public 11 

charter and private schools of this great 12 

nation I can assure you that there are many 13 

advantages to a private school education.  To 14 

name a few, smaller class sizes, greater 15 

flexibility with regard to meeting individual 16 

educational needs and, in some cases, greater 17 

diversity with regard to faculty and staff.  18 

Particularly in our case an opportunity for 19 

greater exposure to the city of Washington, 20 

D.C. which in itself is an education for 21 

students.  Thank you. 22 
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  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you, Mr. 1 

Kirksey. 2 

  Ms. Hylton. 3 

  MS. HYLTON:  Once again, good 4 

afternoon to the members of this most 5 

honorable members of the Zoning Board here in 6 

Washington, D.C.  I come before you this 7 

afternoon to testify on behalf of the Academy 8 

for Ideal Education located at 1501 Gallatin 9 

Street, NW for the granting of a special 10 

exception being reviewed today. 11 

  I attended and graduated from the 12 

D.C. public school system, enjoyed and was 13 

socially and physically enhanced by the D.C. 14 

Department of Recreation and I developed an 15 

excellent work ethic and became financially 16 

literate as a benefactor of the mayor's youth 17 

employment program in the '70s through my 18 

graduate education at Atlanta University and I 19 

am a proud and grateful product of the life 20 

and lifelong student of Ms. Paulette Imaan's 21 

educational philosophy and developing 22 
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curriculum of the Ideal Education since 1969. 1 

  I am now a licensed independent 2 

clinical social worker licensed here in the 3 

District of Columbia.  I am a former president 4 

of the National Association of Social Workers, 5 

D.C. Chapter.  I'm a published author, a 6 

recording artist, a classical concert soprano 7 

soloist, member of the Response and Trauma 8 

Recovery Team of the 911 United Way 9 

Commission. 10 

  I was just recently plenary speaker 11 

for the mayor's first summit on women and 12 

girl's wellness and an ordained minister 13 

licensed here in Washington, D.C. to name a 14 

few. 15 

  I am here to testify before you 16 

that I am sure, and I know both of my parents 17 

would concur, that my successes in life is a 18 

direct result of my educational exposure and 19 

inspiration in the fine arts, literary arts, 20 

performing arts and sciences by what I now 21 

call the Ideal way for academic, culture, 22 
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character, and peaceful mind living. 1 

  My entire life, character, career, 2 

and ideals have been shaped and molded by my 3 

childhood experience with whom we 4 

affectionately call Mama Paulette.  My life is 5 

completed and commissioned to work towards 6 

creating world peace and I am sure that this 7 

propensity for peace and love has come from 8 

the shaping of my life experience being taught 9 

in the Ideal educational philosophy setting.  10 

Thank you very much. 11 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you, Ms. 12 

Hylton.  I wish to commend you on your 13 

accomplishments across a number of disciplines 14 

from theology to literature and also for 15 

making it under the three minutes.  It takes 16 

considerable skill.  Thank you. 17 

  MS. HYLTON:  Thank you. 18 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Ms. Mosby. 19 

  MS. MOSBY:  My name is Kasana Mosby 20 

and I am the assistant principal at the 21 

Academy for Ideal Education, the lower campus 22 
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on Gallatin Street.  I just wanted to speak on 1 

behalf of some parents who gave letters and 2 

they wanted their voice heard this time. 3 

  This is from Jacklyn Taylor.  "I am 4 

Jacklyn Taylor, proud parent of Natural Taylor 5 

who attends the Academy for Ideal Education.  6 

I write this letter to show my support to the 7 

school.  My son's teachers I truly appreciate. 8 

 They dedicate their time and a lot of effort 9 

in teaching the children and making sure they 10 

understand. 11 

  The staff is always more willing to 12 

help the child in whatever area they may need. 13 

 My son has shown improvement in many areas 14 

and has met his goal of learning to read and 15 

write by the end of the school year.  He is 16 

determined to learn more and thirsty for 17 

knowledge. 18 

  The teachers here give him the one-19 

on-one time that he has not gotten before and 20 

it shows.  Thank you very much for being such 21 

great educators and really showing our 22 
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children our future and what it means to be 1 

Ideal." 2 

  This is from Marlissa Evans.  "I 3 

just wanted to thank you, Academy for Ideal 4 

Education family for the hard work you guys 5 

have done with my children.  Because of you my 6 

son Antar is doing well in his new school.  7 

I'm really happy that I took him out of D.C. 8 

public schools when I did. 9 

  I remember when Antar graduated 10 

from 6th grade at Ideal and on his graduation 11 

day he stood in front of the graduation class 12 

and everyone else and read a very long poem.  13 

Antar did a wonderful job reading the poem. 14 

When he was in D.C. public schools he was 15 

having problems with reading and thanks to you 16 

he is reading much better now.  I just want to 17 

say thank you to the Academy for Ideal 18 

Education." 19 

  This letter is from Zetta 20 

Leftridge.  "I write this letter in testimony 21 

of the excellent educational curriculum 22 
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offered by the Academy for Ideal Education and 1 

for the high level of professionalism in the 2 

staff.  I have been presently impressed by the 3 

high level of expertise exhibited by the 4 

school's entire staff and how well the staff 5 

is prepared to deal with children in all 6 

levels of development. 7 

  The teaching environment at Ideal 8 

is rather unique.  The classes are composed of 9 

children on various learning levels.  As I 10 

observed the interactions of the children, I 11 

see how this mixed classroom environment 12 

forces not only growth but a higher level of 13 

understanding and development as the children 14 

interact with each other.   15 

  Surprisingly the children are aware 16 

of one another's stage of advancement and they 17 

respect the differences that exist between 18 

them." 19 

  I have also a letter from the 20 

Second Street Baptist Church of Washington.  21 

"I am Pastor of the Second Street Baptist 22 
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Church and I live at 3118 Westover Drive, SE. 1 

 I am writing in support of the Academy for 2 

Ideal Education proposed changes and zoning 3 

request for special education exception for a 4 

private school under Section 206 in the R-1-B 5 

District." 6 

  This is from Mr. Colbert King.  "My 7 

wife Gwen and I are pleased to have a chance 8 

to review your plans for additional parking at 9 

the school and we have no objections to the 10 

arrangement.  With best wishes, Colbert King." 11 

 Thank you. 12 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you, Ms. 13 

Mosby.  As well I appreciate your remaining 14 

within the time allotted for witnesses. 15 

 16 

  Ms. Mitchell. 17 

  MS. MITCHELL:  Yes.  Thank you.  18 

Again, I'm Jacqueline Mitchell and I'm at 1314 19 

Decatur Street.  I'm speaking on behalf of my 20 

husband and I.  Thank you all for allowing me 21 

to speak here today.   22 
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  Hello.  We are Alvin and Jacqueline 1 

R. Mitchell.  We are proud parents of former 2 

students of the Academy for Ideal Education 3 

also known as Ideal School.  We had a nine-4 

year-old who was HIV positive.  We had a very 5 

difficult time finding school placements that 6 

would be sensitive to our child's needs until 7 

we were introduced to the Academy for Ideal 8 

Education, then known as Ideal School. 9 

  Before Ideal our daughter was 10 

educated at home.  This school made our 11 

daughter very happy until she aged out and 12 

then we were all unhappy.  The director and 13 

the staff at this school went beyond the call 14 

of duty to educate our child in a safe and 15 

integrated environment with her peers. 16 

  The days she was unable to attend 17 

school the school came to her in the evening. 18 

 She passed on but not without great service 19 

from this great school which was a special 20 

part of her memorial. 21 

  We also had a second child under 22 
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the instruction of Ideal School who was able 1 

to become the first high school graduate and 2 

the first college graduate in his family.  He 3 

was, by the way, a Lacharn child if you are 4 

familiar with that. 5 

  Because of the tireless efforts of 6 

the school we ask that this body please 7 

provide the Academy for Ideal Education the 8 

support they need to continue to reach out to 9 

the special students in our community.  10 

Respectfully, Alvin and Jacqueline Mitchell. 11 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you, Ms. 12 

Mitchell as well. 13 

  Let me turn to board members and 14 

see if there are any follow-up questions for 15 

any of you. 16 

  MS. HYLTOH:  Point of interest for 17 

a moment. 18 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Yes. 19 

  MS. HYLTOH:  Actually I was given 20 

another testimony for someone that signed in 21 

but was not able to stay requesting permission 22 
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to read his testimony. 1 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  That's fine with 2 

me if it's okay with the board. 3 

  MS. HYLTON:  "To the Board of 4 

Zoning Adjustments.  My name is Edward M. 5 

Gallagher.  I am an urban school psychologist 6 

with a masters of education from Howard 7 

University.  I am also an educational advocate 8 

that has represented both schools and parents 9 

seeking appropriate educational services for 10 

their children.   11 

  As important as anything I am a 12 

native Washingtonian that has lived in the 13 

Northwest area for more than a couple of 14 

scores now.  During my career in education I 15 

worked at DCPS for 10 years as the 16 

superintendent's quality assurance monitor.  I 17 

served multiple superintendents by reviewing 18 

both public and private schools to determine 19 

educational strategies that worked and should 20 

be replicated versus those that did not work 21 

and should be avoided. 22 
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  I also worked as the only DCPS 1 

placement specialist for students needing 2 

full-time specialized instruction programs.  3 

It was in this capacity that I first became 4 

aware of the Academy for Ideal Education.  I 5 

was always impressed by the AIE small 6 

tollhouse type of school and their unique 7 

methods for integrating education with 8 

spiritual values. 9 

  They have always held that when you 10 

heal the inside of a child, then the child is 11 

free to learn and grow.  As long as I have 12 

known this school they have utilized an 13 

approach that keeps classes small and intimate 14 

and makes children know they are valued. 15 

  The students recite a daily 16 

affirmation that reinforces their self esteem. 17 

 They are taught to address all adults with 18 

titles, represent respect and authority.  The 19 

adult females are called Mama and adult males 20 

are called Bobba.  I know for a certainty that 21 

the AIE is not interested in large building 22 
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growth and expansion of large numbers of 1 

students on this site.  Their interest is in 2 

being better and growing their students and 3 

increasing student's levels of success for 4 

when they move forward and enter general 5 

society their growth model would be one of 6 

duplicating their small school setting. 7 

  This past year I served as a 8 

development consultant for AIE and won them a 9 

$440,000 grant for computerized instruction 10 

and distance learning.  Again, this grant is 11 

not intended to grow the number of students 12 

but rather to allow students and teachers to 13 

advance into the new mode of teaching by 14 

harnessing the internet and technology 15 

programs for their fingertip learning. 16 

  This will provide more flexibility 17 

in meeting student academic needs.  This 18 

computer designed model will allow students to 19 

have distance learning and academic training 20 

at their homes in any area of the city or 21 

wherever they can tie into the internet.  It 22 
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will allow older students to attend hands-on 1 

vocational training sites and still have 2 

standard academic training instead of having 3 

to remain in the school building. 4 

  This computerized distance learning 5 

program will allow students to learn their 6 

basic academics and work on specialized 7 

instruction skills for any topic area without 8 

having to be inside the school's four walls. 9 

AIE is challenged in tackling this grant and 10 

computer design effort because the grant 11 

requires 10 percent matching funds.   12 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Ms. Hylton, 13 

thank you very much.  The time for Mr. 14 

Gallagher's written report is up but it is 15 

part of our record. 16 

  MS. HYLTOH:  Thank you very much. 17 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  It will be taken 18 

into consideration.  I think we all get the 19 

spirit of his support, overwhelming support 20 

for the applicant. 21 

  Now we would like to call -- you 22 
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all may be excused.  Thank you.  I don't 1 

believe the board members had any questions.  2 

We would like to call up the witnesses in 3 

opposition to the application. 4 

  Good afternoon to you.  5 

  MR. WIELAND:  Good afternoon. 6 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you for 7 

your patience.  If you could begin by stating 8 

your name and address for the record and then 9 

you can go directly into your testimony. 10 

  MR. WIELAND: Sean Wieland, 1362 11 

Hamilton Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20011.  12 

I'm also here representing the Carter Baron 13 

East Neighborhood Association in the role of 14 

the president. 15 

  On behalf of the Carter Baron East 16 

Neighborhood Association and our residence 17 

living adjacent to Ideal Academy I urge you to 18 

deny Ideal's application for private school 19 

for 60 students.  CBENA took an informal door-20 

to-door survey with the residents along the 21 

1400 and 1500 blocks of Gallatin, the 5000 22 
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block of Iowa, the 5000 block of Piney Branch, 1 

and the 1500 block of Hamilton so the 2 

boundaries immediately adjacent to the school. 3 

  Three homes were in favor -- or are 4 

in favor of the application.  One home did not 5 

respond and nine homes are opposed to this 6 

application, specifically any increase to 7 

enrollment.  The feedback that CBENA received 8 

repeatedly from the residents is they support 9 

the school's mission.  They just do not 10 

support an increase in enrollment. 11 

  As Janet said, the previous ANC 12 

voted to not support Ideal because of a lack 13 

of communication with the residents.  The 14 

concerns are from traffic to parking issues to 15 

the fact that the neighborhood is becoming 16 

institutionalized. 17 

  The current neighborhood within a 18 

two block radius, or three block radius, 19 

Emerson, Hamilton, 16th to 14th Street, there 20 

are 11 institutions and one future 21 

institution.  If approved this will 22 
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significantly change Ideal's operation.   1 

  CBENA did provide a list of 2 

questions to Paulette Jones-Imaan and she did 3 

take the time to meet with us and answer the 4 

questions which is how CBENA came to support 5 

the mission.  We just have to support our 6 

residents and the majority say that they do 7 

not want an increase based on traffic 8 

concerns, quality of life issues.  Thank you. 9 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you, Mr. 10 

Wieland. 11 

  Board members, are there any 12 

questions?  I just have a couple of very quick 13 

questions.  The number of respondents for the 14 

survey were how many? 15 

  MR. WIELAND: Thirteen homes which 16 

were located along Gallatin, Iowa, and 17 

Hamilton.  The number of respondents were 12. 18 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Okay. 19 

  MR. WIELAND: Three in favor and 20 

nine opposed. 21 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  So that is the 22 
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70 percent.  Okay.  Thank you, Mr. Wieland.  I 1 

don't have any additional questions. 2 

  At this point we would like to call 3 

the applicant back for closing remarks. 4 

  MR. HORTON:  Good afternoon, Mr. 5 

Chairman, members of the board again.  Again, 6 

Earle Horton to give closing remarks for the 7 

applicant. 8 

  We are here again for a special 9 

exception for the Zoning Regs of Section 206 10 

and 1553 to allow the Academy for Ideal 11 

Education to operate a private school.  I want 12 

to recap that this site has been a private 13 

school or a child development center for 14 

almost 50 years.  Back in 1959 the first C of 15 

O was issued for the Bruce Jacob School and 16 

was continued by another C of O for a school 17 

by the Martin School and Academy for Ideal 18 

Education has had a C of O for a school and a 19 

child development center in the past.  We are 20 

looking for a special exception for 60 21 

students, 10 staff members eight of which 22 
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would be teachers and two would be 1 

administrators. 2 

  The record reflects that the ANC 3 

supports the application for a special 4 

exception for both 206 and 1553.  The 5 

Department of Transportation supports the 6 

special exception for 1553 and 206.  Office of 7 

Planning supports the public special exception 8 

to 1553 and Section 206. 9 

  Let the record reflect that the 10 

parking and traffic management plan which was 11 

presented by our expert and someone that is 12 

very familiar to this board clearly indicated 13 

that the impact on any additional traffic of 14 

an additional 20 students would be very 15 

diminimus.  In fact, he thought it could be 16 

mitigated by the additional parking spaces in 17 

the rear and the drop-off area and the 18 

awareness of more Metro routes which are, I 19 

believe, seven bus routes within a two-block 20 

radius, and the covered or uncovered biking 21 

rack that has been recommended to be put on 22 
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the facility. 1 

  Also I want to point out that even 2 

though this is a little bit outside of the 3 

test, that this is going into the zoning map 4 

and that this that has been presented by us 5 

does not adversely affect the zoning map or 6 

the neighborhood.  This does not affect the 7 

city. 8 

  Remember that one of the great 9 

needs of the city now is to educate our 10 

special needs kids within the city.  I would 11 

proffer to the board that this program that 12 

Ideal has been operating for almost 30 years 13 

has given the city a great asset in educating 14 

these kids and has added to the desire of this 15 

administration and past administration to 16 

educate special needs kids within the city 17 

limits. 18 

  Now, sort of going back to the 19 

case, I wanted to point out that, again, part 20 

of the test is that the special exception is 21 

in harmony with the general purpose and intent 22 
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of the Zoning Regs and map and will not affect 1 

adversely the uses of neighboring property.  2 

We have covered that and it has been submitted 3 

on the record and this does not adversely 4 

affect the neighboring properties or the 5 

surrounding community.  Private schools should 6 

be located so as not likely to become 7 

objectionable to adjoining nearby properties 8 

because of noise, traffic, number of students. 9 

  Obviously there is the Kingsbury 10 

School and other school through the city that 11 

have more students and a school of 60 students 12 

would be considered in the District and other 13 

communities as a very, very small school and 14 

would not have an adverse impact on noise, 15 

traffic, and the number of students.  16 

Actually, we think it is a manageable amount 17 

for this facility. 18 

  The applicant is supplying enough 19 

parking spaces under the regs so parking is 20 

not an issue.  We look for an approval of the 21 

special exception to Sections 206 and 1553.  22 
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Thank you very much for your time. 1 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you, Mr. 2 

Horton.  I would also like to thank the 3 

applicant generally and all of the witnesses, 4 

the ANC and all of the witnesses that came 5 

forward both in support and against the 6 

application. 7 

  I think what we'll do now is 8 

discuss whether or not we want to deliberate 9 

today on this case and go over the pros and 10 

cons of that just so that you all understand 11 

what we are going to do.  That may not take 12 

very long if we decide to deliberate today on 13 

the case and we'll go ahead and deliberate and 14 

make a decision right here on the dias.  If we 15 

decide to continue it, what we'll try to do is 16 

get the first available date that we can get 17 

so there are no delays in getting an answer on 18 

the application.  With that, let me just open 19 

it up to board members for discussion around 20 

deliberation today. 21 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  The one piece of 22 
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the record that is missing is an official ANC 1 

report to which we can give great weight.  I 2 

understand the testimony that we've heard.  3 

That in combination with the fact that some of 4 

the very local neighbors have some opposition 5 

to it.  I think in an ideal world I would 6 

prefer to have that piece of paper in hand 7 

before making a decision but I'm willing to be 8 

persuaded otherwise. 9 

  VICE CHAIR DETTMAN:  I agree with 10 

Mr. May. 11 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  I think it's 12 

unanimous.  I don't want to persuade you 13 

otherwise.  I think having that report as part 14 

of our record is really key to being able to 15 

make the right decision.  I think there was a 16 

lot of strong verbal testimony from the ANC 17 

regarding its position but the only written 18 

thing that we have is a written opinion that 19 

it would carry great weight and that would be 20 

against it.  I think out of an abundance of 21 

caution and just to have a really complete 22 
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record it would be better to have that in 1 

front of us. 2 

  That being said, I don't see any 3 

reason why we can't assuming the ANC can get 4 

that in ASAP and it's just a matter of getting 5 

a signed report into us.  Then I don't see why 6 

we couldn't set this for as soon as we can, 7 

even next Tuesday.  I'm not certain what we 8 

have on the decision calendar for next Tuesday 9 

but I think the consensus is that we are not 10 

going to deliberate today but what we'll do is 11 

try to set it up for next Tuesday if the ANC 12 

can get that signed report into us ASAP.  What 13 

do we have next Tuesday for decision? 14 

  MR. MOY:  We have two cases, Mr. 15 

Chairman, for decision and four cases for 16 

hearing.  I think it's doable. 17 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Yeah, I think 18 

it's doable.  I don't know whether Mr. May 19 

could come back or just do an absentee but, 20 

from my vantage point, I'm more than willing 21 

to do it next Tuesday.  Okay.  It looks like 22 
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we are going to be able to go ahead and set it 1 

for next Tuesday.   2 

  I think Mr. Hood will be here even 3 

if Mr. May can't make it and perhaps we'll get 4 

the absentee ballot in.  I think Mr. Dettman 5 

had some follow-up regarding the ANC report. 6 

  VICE CHAIR DETTMAN:  Just one 7 

point, Mr. Chairman.  Thank you.  I think it 8 

would be -- I'm looking at the report right 9 

now and it's up to the ANC.   10 

  They could simply just submit a 11 

signed copy of what we have in front of us or 12 

they could actually expand upon their language 13 

and actually lay out for the board everything 14 

that they took into consideration in 15 

supporting this application, in particular a 16 

standard that we have to apply which is the 17 

impact on the neighboring and nearby 18 

properties.   19 

  Again, it's up to the ANC but since 20 

they are here, it might be helpful for the 21 

board considering this is a document that we 22 
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give great weight. 1 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Thank you, Mr. 2 

Dettman.  So I think where we are is that we 3 

have a full record before us with the 4 

exception of the ANC report from the May 12 5 

meeting and that we are prepared to deliberate 6 

on this and get a decision back to the parties 7 

next Tuesday.  Why don't we set it for next 8 

Tuesday as the third decision.  If we can ask 9 

the ANC to get the report in paying careful 10 

attention to some of the remarks Mr. Dettman 11 

made ASAP.  Okay.  We look forward to making 12 

that decision next week. 13 

  Is there anything else on this 14 

case? 15 

  MS. BAILEY:  No, Mr. Chairman. 16 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  Any additional 17 

matters for today? 18 

  MS. BAILEY:  Not for today, Mr. 19 

Chairman.  That's it. 20 

  CHAIRPERSON LOUD:  All right.  21 

Thank you.  I want to shout out to my son Marc 22 
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Loud who has been sick two days and has called 1 

me and texted me right here on the dias to 2 

shout out to him. 3 

  With that, this meeting is 4 

adjourned.   5 

  (Whereupon, at 4:00 p.m. the 6 

hearing was adjourned.) 7 
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